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Response to Request for Information 

 
Reference FOI 0915111 
Date 24 September 2015 
 

Art Works 

 
Request: 
 
1...Is the council responsible for any Art Gallery and or Museum within the city area.    
Can you please identify these? 
The Council is responsible for three museum sites- The Central Art Gallery, Bantock 
House Museum and Bilston Craft Gallery. 
 
2...In the case of each gallery and or museum can the council please provide a full 
and complete list of art works which are suspected of being looted /spoliated by the 
Nazis.   This suspicion may rest on the fact that the works have an incomplete 
provenance for the relevant period.  Alternatively they may be on the list because of 
previous claims and or investigations    In the case of each art work can you please 
state the title and the artist.   In the case of each art work can you please provide a 
photograph or image?     In the case of each art work can you please state why it is 
on the list.  In the case of each item can you specify whether its currently on display.  
In the case of each item can you please specify whether it was acquired by the 
Gallery and at what cost and from whom? 
In 1999 the MGC published some guidelines for museums on the subject of 
spoliation of works of art during the Nazi, Holocaust and WWII period. In response to 
this we carried out our own research in response to these guidelines.  Artworks were 
considered to be ‘high risk’ if they met the following criteria: 
 

 The artist was from continental Europe 

 The picture is an ‘international theme’  

 The artist has been collected in Europe 

 Information about the provenance or precious exhibition is missing 

 Information about the provenance is missing from 1930-1950 

 The picture was exhibited in Germany, France, Channel islands, Poland, 
Holland, Italy, Belgium, Spain etc. 

 
Please find below a list of work from our collections detailing the title and the artist 
which fall into the above category.  With reference to your questions regarding 
details of each item. Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 allows a 
public authority to refuse a request if the cost of providing the information to the 
applicant would exceed the ‘appropriate limit’ as defined by the Freedom of 
Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004 as to 
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provide this information would entail investigating 159 works of art, each taking 
approximately half an hour, to extract the information requested which would take us 
79½ hours. 
  
The Regulations provide that the appropriate limit to be applied to requests received 
by local authorities is £450 (equivalent to 2.5 days of work).  In estimating the cost of 
complying with a request for information, an authority can only take into account any 
reasonable costs incurred in: 
  

“(a) determining whether it holds the information, 
 
(b) locating the information, or a document which may contain the information, 
 
(c) retrieving the information, or a document which may contain the information, 
and 
 
(d) extracting the information from a document containing it”. 

  
For the purposes of the estimate the costs of performing these activities should be 
estimated at a rate of £25 per hour. 
  
 As such I believe that the aggregated time that it would take to collate the 
information would be in excess of 18 hours (equivalent to a notional cost of £450).   
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3...Are any of the works on any of these lists currently the subject of an active claim 
by an organization(s) and or individual and or family who believe the works may be 
looted.  If the answer is yes can you please state the name of the work and the artist.  
Can you specify whether the claim is by an individual and or family and or art 
institution and or overseas organisation. 
We have not dealt with any active claims by any organization (s) and or individual 
and or family who believe the works may be looted.  
 
4...During the course of the last two years have any of the aforementioned galleries 
and or museums  given up and  or returned arts works and or paid out compensation 
on the grounds that those works were looted and or spoliated by the Nazis.   If the 
answer is yes  can you please provide details.    Please do include all art works 
irrespective of whether they were ever on the aforementioned list.   In the case of 
each item can you specify the title of the work and the artist.   In the case of each 
work can you specify whether it was returned.   In the case of each work can you 
specify whether compensation was paid.  In the case of each work can you specify 
the level of compensation.  In the case of each art work can you please specify the 
relevant gallery and or museum.   Can you state the works are still held by the 
relevant museum and or gallery.    Can you please include those works which are 
about to be returned or may be the subject of a successful claim for compensation. 
The council has not given up and or returned arts works and or paid out 
compensation on the grounds that those works were looted and or spoliated by the 
Nazis.    
 
 

 


