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PERMIT TO OPERATE AN INSTALLATION: 
 

Pollution Prevention and Control Act 1999 
 

Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016 (as amended), 
SI 1154 

 
Permit ref. no: B/6.4/226 
 
Name and address of operator (A) permitted to operate the installation: 
 
Wednesbury Car & Commercials Ltd, Admiral House, Waterfront East, Brierley Hill 
DY5 1XG 
 
Address of permitted installation (B):  
 
Wednesbury Car & Commercials Ltd, Monmore Park Industrial Estate, Ettingshall Road, 
Wolverhampton, WV2 2LQ.  
 
Conditions:  
 
The operator (A) is permitted to operate the activity listed in Chapter 6, Section 6.4 Part B 
(a) (iv) of Schedule 1, Part 2 of the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) 
Regulations 2016 (As amended) SI 1154 at the installation (B) subject to the attached 
conditions.  
 
The installation boundary mentioned in permit conditions are shown on the plans attached 
to this permit. 
 
Dated this 27th  day of February 2026 
 
 
 

(Signed*)  
Senior Environmental Health Officer 
Resident Services Commercial Regulation (Environmental Health) 
(*the officer appointed for this purpose) 
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Status Log:  
 

Date Status Reference 

27/02/2026 Permit Issued B/6.4/226 

 

 

Permitted Activity Description 

 
This installation falls within the definition of Part 2, Section 6.4, Part B(a)(iv) of Schedule 1 
of the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016 (As amended). 
insofar the permitted activity uses between 5 – 15 tonnes of non-halogenated organic 
solvents per annum in the coating of vehicles at the installation site. The installation is also 
classified as Schedule 14 Solvent Emission activity by virtue of Annex 7 Part 1 Row 3a (ii 
and iii) of the Industrial Emissions Directive 2010/75/EU insofar the permitted activity uses 
between  0.5–15 tonnes of non-halogenated organic solvents per annum in the coating of 
vehicles at the installation site. 
 
The installation is used for new vehicle painting including the chassis and vehicle cab 
where required. There is no abrasive blasting of the metal components other than minor 
sanding where the operators use mobile extraction units. The general activities consist of 
wiping down with panel wipe solvent before the vehicles are coated and transferred to one 
of 3 natural gas heated LCI commercial spraybooths alongside the paint mixing room. 
 
The installation is predominantly used for coating of new vehicles, with PGN 6/47(11) 
“Original coating of road vehicles and trailers being the relevant guidance note in this 
instance. There is some limited work on vehicles that are subject to accident damage but 
the majority of this work is undertaken at its sister site, and which is regulated by the 
authority under a separate permit B6.4/227 as a Part 2, Section 6.4, Part B(b) installation 
using PGN 6/34(11)Respraying of road vehicles.  
 
Paints, thinners and solvent based waste are stored in external paint stores located 
outside of the unit. 
 
Thinners are used for the purpose of spray gun cleaning in a recirculating spray gun 
cleaner and the thinning of paints to be applied The  application of paint is undertaken by 
high volume low pressure spray gun technique. 
 
Solvent wastes consist of empty paint and thinner tins, contaminated rags and masking 
wrappings etc. Solvent contaminated rags are stored internally in a close fitting lidded 
receptacle. Contaminated gun cleaning solvent is removed from the site under contract 
with a third party supplier for reprocessing of the spent solvent. A can crusher is used to 
crush solvent paint cans  
 
The spray booths are fitted with a filter system that consists of a stage 1, 100 mm Paint 
stop filter, and Stage 2, PS 290 filter terminating with a high velocity vertical discharge 
cowl. 
 
The operator has chosen to demonstrate compliance via the Solvent Reduction scheme.  
 
No hazard statement materials are used in the permitted activity. The attached site plan at 
Appendix 1 shows the designated site of the permitted activity shaded in red. 
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Permit Conditions 
 
 
In relation to this permit, any reference to ‘the Council’ shall mean Wolverhampton City 
Council. In addition, any information shall be sent to: -  
 

 
City of Wolverhampton Council 

Residents Services Commercial Regulation  
Civic Centre 

St Peters Square 
Wolverhampton 

WV1 1DA 
 

1.0 THE PERMITTED ACTIVITY 
 
1.1 The permitted activity shall be comprised of the activities and associated activities 

specified in Table 1.1 
 
 

Table 1.1 

Activity listed in Schedule 1 of EP 

Regulations or Associated Activity 

Description of specified activity 

Directly Associated Activity – Handling of 

raw materials 

Handling of raw materials from receipt at the 

permitted activity site through processing as a 

part of the permitted activity 

Chapter 6, Section 6.4 Part B (a) (iv) of 

Schedule 1, Part 2 of the Environmental 

Permitting (England and Wales) 

Regulations 2016 (As amended)  

The application of paint involving the use of 5 or 

more tonnes of organic solvent in any 12-month 

period. 

Schedule 14 Solvent Emission Activity  The application of paint to  

(ii)truck cabins, defined as the housing for the 

driver, and all integrated housing for the technical 

equipment, of vehicles of categories N2 and N3 

in Directive 2007/46/EC; 

(iii)vans and trucks, defined as vehicles of 

categories N1, N2 and N3 in Directive 

2007/46/EC, but not including truck cabins; 

 

Directly Associated Activity – Handling of 

waste materials 

Collection and storage of all residues and waste 

including paint solids and empty thinners and 

paint containers prior to removal from the site of 

the permitted activity. 

 
1.2 The activities permitted under Condition 1.1 shall not extend beyond the site 

boundary, being the area shaded  in red on the Site Plan in Appendix 1 to this 
Permit. 

 



 

Page 4 of 18  

1.3 If the operator proposes to make a change in operation of the installation, the operator 
must, at least 28 days before making the change, notify the regulator in writing. The 
notification must contain a description of the proposed change in operation. It is not 
necessary to make such a notification if an application to vary this permit has been 
made and the application contains a description of the proposed change. In this 
condition “change in operation” means a change in the nature or functioning, or an 
extension, of the installation, which may have consequences for the environment.  

 
1.4 The best available techniques (BAT) shall be used to prevent or, where that is not 

practicable, reduce emissions from the activity in relation to any aspect of the 
operation of the activity that is not regulated by any other condition of this Permit. 

 
2.0 NON- VOC EMISSIONS 

 

2.1 The following non-VOC emission limits shall apply: 

 

   
2.2 A written guarantee shall be obtained from the constructor of each spray booth/oven 

in the event of any modifications which may affect the current certificate of 
compliance dated 08/09/2022. The concentration of total particulate matter in 
the final discharge to air shall not exceed 10 mg/Nm3. The guarantee shall be 
supported by emission test data for the spray booth/oven fitted with the filtration 
system, to which the guarantee relates. 

 
2.3  In the absence of a guarantee that satisfies the requirements of condition 2.1, the 

manual extractive monitoring of particulate matter from the spray booths shall be 
carried out once in every 12 month period in accordance with the relevant 
applicable testing  standards, which can be found at  Monitoring stack emissions: 

techniques and standards for periodic monitoring - GOV.UK 
 

 
2.4  The introduction of dilution air to achieve emission concentration limits shall not be 

permitted. Dilution air may be added for waste gas cooling or improved dispersion 
where justified, but this must not be considered when determining the mass 
concentration of the pollutant in the waste gases. 

 
2.5  The operator shall notify the regulator at least 7 days before any periodic 

monitoring exercise to determine compliance with emission limit values. The 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/monitoring-stack-emissions-techniques-and-standards-for-periodic-monitoring
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/monitoring-stack-emissions-techniques-and-standards-for-periodic-monitoring
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operator shall state the provisional time and date of monitoring, pollutants to 
be tested and the methods to be used 

 
2.6  In the event of any adverse results from any monitoring activity in relation to the 

provisions of the above table, the operator shall investigate as soon as the results 
are obtained/received. The operator shall: 

• Identify the cause and take corrective action; 

• record as much detail as possible regarding the cause and extent of the 
problem: 

• record the action taken by the operator to rectify the situation; 

• re-test to demonstrate compliance as soon as possible; and notify the Council 
 
2.7  Within 8 weeks of the completion of monitoring activities, the operator shall forward 

the results of non-continuous emission monitoring to the Council. 
 

2.8  The operator shall keep records of inspections, tests and monitoring in relation to the 
provisions of the Table 2.1. In such cases: 

• current records shall be kept on site and made available for the Council to 
examine; and 

• records shall be kept by the operator for at least two years 
 

2.9  In the case of abnormal emissions, or malfunction or breakdown leading to abnormal 
emissions, the operator shall; 

• investigate immediately and undertake corrective action; 

• adjust the process or activity to minimise those emissions; and 

• promptly record the events and actions taken; 

• notify the Council without delay, if the emission is likely to have an effect on 
the local community. 

 
2.10 All emissions to air from any part of the permitted activity, including the activity 

building, shall be free from persistent visible emissions and droplets, other than 
condensed water vapour. 

 
2.11 All emissions to air shall be free from offensive odour outside of the boundary to the 

permitted activity, as perceived by an authorised officer of the Council. 
 
2.12 Emissions from combustion processes shall in normal operation be free from visible 

smoke and in any case shall not exceed the equivalent of Ringelmann Shade 1, as 
described in British Standard BS 2742:2009.  

 
3.0 VOC EMISSIONS 
 
3.1 Surface preparation and painting operations shall be carried out using only coating 

materials, which are placed on the market for use in vehicle refinishing bodyshops 
(as identified by a label on the container containing the following information -a 
description of the product by identification of the contents as a subcategory of 
Directive 2004/42/CE, the relevant VOC limit values in g/l as referred to in Annex II 
of Directive 2004/42/CE and the maximum content of VOC in g/l of the product in a 
ready to use condition”). For information, the individual bodyshop products that are 
covered by this condition are listed in Appendix 5. 
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3.2  The products used in coating shall be prepared and applied in accordance with the 
supplier’s instructions. Under no circumstances shall the product be thinned with 
more than the supplier’s stated quantity or percentage of thinner. For information, 
the maximum, application-ready VOC contents for individual categories of products 
are listed in Appendix 5 to this Permit. 

 
3.3. Condition 3.1 and 3.2 above does not apply to the original coating of road vehicles 

or part of them with refinishing-type materials or the coating of trailers (including 
semi-trailers), It applies only to vehicle refinishing activities which is a minor element 
of the operations at the permitted installation site.  

 
3.4 All paint spraying operations shall be carried out in totally enclosed booths under 

negative pressure to prevent fugitive emissions of VOCs. 
 
3.5 Coating shall be applied with High Volume Low Pressure (HVLP) spray guns or by 

using other systems that have a paint transfer efficiency of at least 65%. 
 
3.6 All spray guns and equipment cleaning shall be carried out in an automatic, totally 

enclosed equipment cleaning machine or any other equipment cleaning machine 
which can achieve comparable or lower emissions. The cleaning machine shall be 
provided with the minimum of exhaust ventilation that is necessary to prevent the 
fugitive emission of organic solvent vapour when the machine is opened for 
introduction or removal of equipment, or for the changing of cleaning solvent. 
 

3.7 Pre-impregnated solvent wipes shall be held within an enclosed container prior to 
use. 

 
3.8 Solvent contaminated wipes and other wastes shall be handled in accordance with 

a written procedure, a copy of which shall be made available to the regulator upon 
request. The operator shall inform the Council in writing of any significant changes 
to the written procedure. 
 

 
3.9 Organic solvent containment and spillage equipment shall be readily available in all 

organic solvent handling areas. 
 
3.10  All solvent containing coatings, thinners and related materials and equipment 

cleaning materials shall be stored: 

• in the containers in which they were supplied, with the lid securely fastened at 
all times other than when in use; 

• within spillage collectors, of suitable impervious and corrosion-proof materials 
and capable of containing 110% of the largest container; 

• away from sources of heat. 
 
3.11  All solvent containing wastes shall be stored: 

• in suitable sealed containers with a securely fastened lid, and labelled so that 
 all that handle them are aware of their contents; 

• within spillage collectors, of suitable impervious and corrosion-proof materials 
 and capable of containing 110% of the largest container; 

• away from sources of heat. 
 

3.12  Cleaning operations involving organic solvents shall be reviewed every two years, 
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to identify opportunities for reducing VOC emissions. This will include identification of 
cleaning steps that can be eliminated or alternative cleaning methods. The Council 
shall be provided with a report on the conclusions of the review, within eight weeks 
of it being completed. 

 
3.13  Waste solvents and waste coatings shall be recycled off-site. Copies of receipts of 

waste materials sold or sent from the permitted site   for recycling shall be kept for 
three years.  

 
4.0 SOLVENT REDUCTION SCHEME 
 

4.1 Conditions 4.2 and 4.3 only apply to the use of coating materials used in the original 
coating of road vehicles or part of them with refinishing-type materials or the coating 
of trailers (including semi-trailers). 

 
4.2 The total annual VOC emission from the coating activity shall not exceed the target 

emission value detailed in table 3.1: 
 
 

Table 3.1 

Solvent Consumption Target VOC emission 

Solvent consumption in excess of 0.5 

tonnes 

Total mass of solids x1.2 

  

 
  
4.3 Compliance with Article 59 of the Industrial Emissions Directive shall be via the 

solvent reduction scheme unless the operator of the installation advises otherwise in 
writing. In order to demonstrate compliance with the requirements of condition 4.2 the 
operator shall within 3 months from the date of issue of this permit (B6.4/226) and 
annually thereafter, make and submit to the Council a calculation of the Annual Actual 
Consumption of Organic Solvent (c). The calculation shall be carried out in 
accordance with the Solvent Management Plan attached to this permit as Appendices 
3 and 4, where the term “actual Consumption of Organic Solvent” is defined. 

 
4.4 The operator shall forward an annual emission reduction plan, which includes in 

particular: 
 a) mechanisms to decrease in the average solvent content of the total input; 

and/or  
 
 b) systems to increase efficiency in the use of solids to achieve a reduction of the 

total emissions from the installation. 
 
4.5 At no time shall the operator introduce any substance or preparation into the permitted 

activity which, by reason of the European Regulation (EC) No. 1272/2008 on 
classification, labelling and packaging of substances and mixtures – the CLP 
Regulation, is labelled and the hazard statements H340, H350, H350i, H360D, H360F 
or halogenated volatile organic compounds assigned the hazard statements H341 or 
H351, without the prior written consent of the Council. 

 
 
 
5.0 MONITORING, SAMPLING AND MEASUREMENT OF EMISSIONS 
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5.1  When the operator becomes aware of odour problems originating from the permitted 

activity, the activity shall be assessed for emissions of odour to air once per day / 
shift for a period of at least 5 minutes.  The olfactory assessment shall be made from 
points on the activity boundary where odour emissions are most likely to be detected 
taking into account the wind direction, wind speed, source of odour and location of 
receptors, by a responsible person who has been instructed to carry out these duties. 
A record of all olfactory observations shall be maintained in accordance with 
Condition 8.1. 

 

 The records shall include a subjective assessment of the nature and severity of any 

odour detected, the location of the assessment, the wind direction and strength, 

weather conditions, likely source of emissions to air, details of any corrective action 

taken and the identity of the person making the record. 

 

 The Council shall be notified as soon as practicable if odour emissions are detected 

which may contravene any condition of this Permit and immediate action shall be 

taken to determine the cause of the emission and complete corrective action to 

prevent or minimise further emissions. 

 

5.2 During olfactory monitoring undertaken to demonstrate compliance with permit 

condition 2.11, the permitted activity shall be operated under normal conditions and 

at full capacity 

 

6.0 PROCESS CONTROLS 

 
6.1 The solvent cleaning of plant, equipment and materials shall be carried out in such a 

manner that emissions of volatile organic compounds are reduced to an absolute 
minimum.   

 
6.2 Prior to disposal, used cloths and wipes contaminated with organic solvent shall be  

stored in closed containers when not in use and whilst awaiting removal from site for 
disposal. 

 
6.3 Coatings, thinners, cleaning materials and waste materials which contain solvents 

shall be stored in closed containers and located in an area provided with effective 
spillage protection for surface water, drains and ground water. 

 
6.4 Drums and containers containing liquid materials, whether full, partly full or empty, 

shall be kept tightly closed to prevent any emissions to air.  
 
6.5 All practical steps shall be taken to minimise the amount of residual solvents 

remaining in drums and containers after use. 
 
6.6 An adequate supply of suitable absorbent material shall be kept on the site of the 

permitted activity for use in the case of liquid spillages. 
 

6.7 Spillages of liquids and finely divided materials shall be cleaned up immediately. 
Liquid spillages shall be contained and cleaned up by the use of a suitable absorbent 
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material.  Spillages of finely divided materials shall be removed by means of vacuum 
cleaning using an industrial grade vacuum cleaner or by wet cleaning methods. Dry 
sweeping shall not be permitted. Any used absorbent material contaminated with 
substances containing solvents shall be stored in a closed container pending removal 
from site in compliance with Condition 6.2 of this permit 

 
6.9 Accumulations of waste particulate matter  and used filters arising arising from spray 

booth operation, shall be collected and transported around the site in covered 
containers or sealed bags and stored whilst awaiting removal for disposal in covered 
containers or sealed bags within a waste materials skip, or inside an enclosed 
building.  

 
6.10 The raw materials used in the permitted activity and all waste materials produced from 

the permitted activity shall be handled with care to prevent or reduce to an absolute 
minimum any emissions of particulate matter and volatile organic compounds to air. 

 
7.0 GENERAL CONDITIONS 
 
7.1 The Operator shall maintain and implement written procedures to ensure that regular 

cleaning and effective preventative maintenance in accordance with the 
manufacturer's instructions is employed on all plant, equipment and technical means 
concerned with the production, capture, transport, control and exhaust of emissions 
which could lead to an adverse impact on the environment. A record of relevant 
maintenance shall be maintained in accordance with Condition 8.1. 

 
7.2 Essential spares and consumables shall be held on the site of the permitted activity 

or shall be available from a guaranteed supplier at short notice so that plant 
breakdown can be rectified rapidly. 

 
7.3 Persons at all levels shall receive the necessary formal training and instruction in their 

duties relating to control of the permitted activity and emissions to air. Particular 
emphasis shall be given to training for start-up and shut-down and action required to 
minimise emissions during abnormal conditions. 

 

7.4 The Operator shall maintain a record in accordance with Condition 8.1 of the skills 
and training requirements for all persons whose tasks in relation to the permitted 
activity may have an impact on the environment and shall keep records of all relevant 
training. 

 
7..5 In the case of abnormal emissions, malfunction or breakdown leading to abnormal 

emissions the operator shall investigate immediately and take corrective action 
required to adjust the permitted activity to minimise the emissions and promptly 
record the events and actions taken. Any malfunction or breakdown which results in 
emissions to atmosphere which are likely to cause an adverse effect on the local 
community shall be reported to the Council immediately, and a record of the incident 
shall be maintained in accordance with Condition 8.1. 

 
7.6 The permitted activity shall be supervised by suitably trained persons who are fully 

conversant with the requirements of this permit. 
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7.7 An up to date copy of this permit shall be kept at the permitted activity site in a location 

where all persons having any responsibility to comply with the requirements of the 

permit can review it. 

 

7.8 A high standard of housekeeping shall be maintained at all times at the permitted 

installation site. 

 

7.9 The operator shall provide a list of key arrestment plant and should have a written 

procedure for dealing with its failure, in order to minimise any adverse effects.  

 
8.0 RECORDS 

 
8.1  The Operator shall ensure that all records required to be made by this Permit and 

other records made by it in relation to the operation of the permitted activity shall: 
(a) be made available for inspection by an officer of the Council at any reasonable 

time, 
(b) be supplied to the Council on demand and without charge, 
(c) be legible, 
(d) be made as soon as reasonably practicable, 
(e) indicate any amendments which have been made and shall include the original 

record wherever possible, and  
(f) be retained at the permitted activity site, or other location agreed by the Council 

in writing, for a minimum period of 2 years from the date when the records were 
made, unless otherwise agreed in writing. 

 
END of Permit Conditions 
 
 
Dated this 27th  day of February 2026 
 
 
 

(Signed*)  
Senior Environmental Health Officer 
Resident Services Commercial Regulation (Environmental Health) 
(*the officer appointed for this purpose) 
 



 

Page 11 of 18  

  
Appendix 1 
Plan showing location of coating installation at Wednesbury Car & Commercials 
Ltd, Monmore Park Industrial Estate, Ettingshall Road, Wolverhampton, WV2 2LQ 
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Appendix 2 
Plan showing internal layout of  Wednesbury Car & Commercials Ltd, Monmore 
Park Industrial Estate, Ettingshall Road, Wolverhampton, WV2 2LQ 
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Appendix 3 
Solvent Management Plan – Inputs and Outputs 
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Definitions to be Used in Calculations. 
 
I1 The quantity of organic solvents, or their quantity in preparations purchased 
which are used as input into the process/activity (including organic solvents used in 
the cleaning of equipment, but not those used for the cleaning of the products). 
 
I2 The quantity of organic solvents or their quantity in preparations recovered and 
reused as solvent input into the process/activity. (The recycled solvent is counted 
every time it is used to carry out the activity.) 
 
Outputs of Organic Solvents in the time frame over which the mass balance is 
being calculated (O): 
 
O1 Emissions in waste gases. 
 
O2 Organic solvents lost in water, if appropriate taking into account waste water 
treatment when calculating O5. 
 
O3 The quantity of organic solvents which remains as contamination or residue in 
products output from the process/activity. 
 
O4 Uncaptured emissions of organic solvents to air. This includes the general 
ventilation of rooms, where air is released to the outside environment via windows, 
doors, vents and similar openings. 
 
O5 Organic solvents and/or organic compounds lost due to chemical or physical 
reactions. (including for example those which are destroyed, e.g. by thermal 
oxidation or other waste gas or waste water treatments, or captured, e.g. by 
adsorption, as long as they are not counted under O6, O7 or O8). 
 
O6 Organic solvents contained in collected waste. 
 
O7 Organic solvents, or organic solvents contained in preparations, which are sold 
or are intended to be sold as a commercially valuable product. 
 
O8 Organic solvents contained in preparations recovered for reuse but not as input 
into the process/activity, as long as not counted under O7. 
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Appendix 4 
Solvent Reduction Scheme 
Calculation of target emission and annual actual solvent emission 
 

 
Step 1 Solvent Consumption 
 
(1) Record the following details: 
 
 (a) the mass of solvent contained in raw materials and preparations in the initial stock 

(IS) at the start of the accounting period, plus; 
 
 (b) the mass of solvent contained in raw materials and preparations in the purchased 

stock (PS) during the accounting period; 
 
 (c) the mass of solvent contained in raw materials and preparations in the final stock 

(FS) at the end of the accounting period. 
 
(2) Calculate the total organic solvent input using the formula I1 = IS + PS – FS 
 
(3) Calculate and state the annual consumption of organic solvent, C, using the 

following: 
 
C = I1 – O8   (see inputs and outputs diagram on previous pages). 
 
 
C required to determine the applicable correction factor in Step 3 
I1 required for Step 4 
 

 
 
 

 
Step 2 Calculation of the Total Mass of Solids 
 
The total mass of solids for the annual accounting period is the total mass of solids in the 
quantity of coatings consumed in a year:  
 
– solids are all materials in coatings that become solid as a result of curing, 

polymerisation, or the evaporation of the water or solvent, 
 
– all ingredients other than water and organic solvents should be assumed to form part 

of the solid coating. 
 
NB Coatings include stains, fillers, cleaners, thinners, water borne coatings, powder 

coatings and UV cured coatings. 
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Step 3 Calculation of the Target VOC Emission.  
 
Target Emission  =  Total mass of solids  x  1.2  (under 15 tonnes VOC per year) 
 
Where 1.2 is the Target VOC Emission Value given in condition 4.2 of the permit. 
 
 

 
 

 
Step 4 Calculation of the Annual Actual Solvent Emission 
 
The annual solvent emission is calculated as follows: 
 
Annual actual solvent emission = I1 – O8 – O7 – O6 (–O5 if abatement has been used)  
 

 
 

 
Step 5 Statement of Compliance 
 
Compliance with the Solvent Reduction Scheme is achieved if the Total Annual Solvent 
Emission (Step 4) is equal to or less than the Target Emission (Step 3) for the same 
annual accounting period. 
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Appendix 5 INDIVIDUAL BODYSHOP PRODUCTS COVERED UNDER THE 
PAINTS DIRECTIVE 2004/42/EC 
 
Those coating materials placed on the market for use in vehicle refinishing body shops are 
identified by a label on the container containing the following information: 
 
1. A description of the product by identification of the contents as a subcategory of 
directive 2004/42/CE; 
 
2. The relevant Volatile Organic Compound limit values in grams per litre as referred 
to in Annex II of directive 2004/42/CE; and 
 
3. The maximum content of Volatile Organic Compounds in grams per litre of the 
product in a ready to use condition. 
 

a) ‘preparatory and cleaning' means products designed to remove old coatings and 
     rust, either mechanically or chemically, or to provide a key for new coatings: 
 
(i) preparatory products include gunwash (a product designed for cleaning 
    spray-guns and other equipment), paint strippers, degreasers (including 
    anti-static types for plastic) and silicone removers; 
 
(ii) ‘precleaner' means a cleaning product designed for the removal of surface 

contamination during preparation for and prior to the application of coating 
materials; 

 
b) ‘Bodyfiller/stopper' means heavy-bodied compounds designed to be applied to fill 

deep surface imperfections prior to the application of the surfacer/filler; 
 

c) ‘primer' means any coating that is designed for application to bare metal or     
existing finishes to provide corrosion protection prior to application of a primer 
surfacer: 

 
(i) ‘surfacer/filler' means a coating designed for application immediately prior to the 

application of topcoat for the purpose of corrosion resistance, to ensure adhesion 
of the topcoat, and to promote the formation of a uniform surface finish by filling 
in minor surface imperfections; 

 
(ii) ‘general metal primer' means a coating designed for application as primers, such 

as adhesion promoters, sealers, surfacers, undercoats, plastic primers, wet-on-
wet, non-sand fillers and spray fillers; 

 
(iii) ‘wash primer' means coatings containing at least 0,5 % by weight of phosphoric 

acid designed to be applied directly to bare metal surfaces to provide corrosion 
resistance and adhesion; coatings used as weldable primers; and mordant 
solutions for galvanised and zinc surfaces; 

 
d) ‘topcoat' means any pigmented coating that is designed to be applied either as a 

single-layer or as a multiple-layer base to provide gloss and durability. It includes 
all products involved such as base coatings and clear coatings: 
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(i) ‘base coatings' means pigmented coatings designed to provide colour and any 
desired optical effects, but not the gloss or surface resistance of the coating 
system; 

 
ii) ‘clear coating' means a transparent coating designed to provide the final gloss 

and resistance properties of the coating system; 
 

e) ‘special finishes' means coatings designed for application as topcoats requiring 
special properties, such as metallic or pearl effect, in a single layer, high 
performance solid-colour and clear coats, (e.g. anti-scratch and fluorinated 
clearcoat), reflective base coat, texture finishes (e.g. hammer), anti-slip, under-
body sealers, anti-chip coatings, interior finishes; and aerosols. 
 

 
 
PRODUCT CATEGORIES AND MAXIMUM, APPLICATION READY VOLATILE 
ORGANIC COMPOUND CONTENTS UNDER PAINTS DIRECTIVE 2004/42/EC 
 

 
 
 
Dated this 27th  day of February 2026 
 
 
 

(Signed*)  
Senior Environmental Health Officer 
Resident Services Commercial Regulation (Environmental Health) 
(*the officer appointed for this purpose) 
 
 
 
 


