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Introduction

City of Wolverhampton Council’s Environmental Health team would like to
bring to your attention the importance of ensuring that you are operating
your business in a safe way. This includes following your legal obligations
as an employer or self-employed person to prevent injury or harm to
others. You are required to follow advice on how to avoid the spread of
infection in a studio when undertaking treatments such as tattooing, semi-
permanent make up, acupuncture, electrolysis, and cosmetic skin
piercing.

What does the law require?

The Local Government (Miscellaneous) Provisions Act 1982: you must
register both the premises and any individual practitioner to offer the
services of all registered activities, including tattooing, semi-permanent
make up, acupuncture, electrolysis, and cosmetic skin piercing, including
microneedling. The Act makes it an offence if you offer these services
without registration.

Local adopted Bye Laws: implement strict premises and practitioner
standards for securing cleanliness.

The Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974: all employers and self-
employed persons must ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, the
health, safety and welfare at work of all their employees and others
affected by their work.

The Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999:
you must undertake a risk assessment, assessing the risks to your
employees and others.

The Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH)
Regulations 2002: you must prevent or reduce workers’ exposure to
hazardous substances by identifying what the hazards are, controlling
exposure and deciding how to prevent harm to workers’ health (risk
assessment).
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Workplace (Health, Safety & Welfare) Regulations 1992: you must
have a wide range of provisions in the workplace, such as ventilation,
good lighting, room space, sanitary and welfare provisions. You must
maintain all equipment to make sure it is safe.

The Environmental Protection Act 1990: you have a duty of care to
make provision for the safe management of waste to protect human
health and the environment.

The Tattooing of Minors Act 1969: prohibits tattooing individuals under
the age of eighteen.

The Sexual Offences Act 2003: it is an offence to pierce the genitals or
nipples of individuals under the age of eighteen. This is deemed to be
sexual assault.

What are the risks?

Transmission of viral, bacterial, and fungal infections from skin
contact, including herpes simplex, and hepatitis B and C through
contaminated equipment, open wounds, and cuts.

Infections caused by pseudomonas aeruginosa, which can lead to

abscess formation and necrosis, including permanent deformity. Often

associated with cleaning chemicals and skin preparation and after care
solutions made up with tap water.

Allergic reactions to ingredients contained in inks and pigments, and
latex allergies.

Keloid Scarring from the depth and pressure from the needle, which can
affect healing and scar formation, and also individuals who may be prone
to keloid scarring. Individuals may also suffer from hypertrophic scarring,

caused by excess collagen during healing, often from irritation or trauma.

Needlestick injury when a used needle punctures the skin, potentially
transferring infections.
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Your checklist and things to consider

This checkilist provides the basic requirements for registration. General
infection prevention and control advice will be provided in addition to this.

PREMISES REQUIREMENTS

Studio design. Walls, floors and doors must be capable of being cleaned
easily, with solid non-slip flooring. Worktops, couches and seats should
have a hard, impervious surface. Studios must be clutter-free at all times
and have adequate lighting. The studio must be for sole use of the
treatment, unless the only treatment to be given in such premises is ear or
nose piercing using a hygienic piercing instrument.

[ ]Complete [ ]To Do

Toilet provisions must be provided, with separate hand wash facilities.
[ ]Complete [ _]To Do

Hand wash facilities must be adequate and convenient. Your basin(s)
should have hot and cold running water and a supply of liquid hand soap
and paper towels.

[ ]Complete [ _]To Do

Hand sanitiser is recommended to be used in addition to hand washing,
NOT as a replacement.

|:| Complete |:| To Do

Separate equipment sink must be available where required, for cleaning
any re-usable items, such as for clamps, scissors, and grips and tips
where applicable. Both hot and cold water must be provided.

[ ]Complete [ _]To Do
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Equipment must be single use, sterile and disposable, as far as
practicable, such as needles, tips and grips, ink pots, razors, microblading
hand tools, and any clip cord/machine covers.

[ ]Complete [ _]To Do

Cartridges used for tattooing and semi-permanent skin colouring must be
fitted with a back flow mechanism to prevent contamination into the
device.

[ ]Complete [ _]To Do

Ink and pigment used for tattooing or semi-permanent skin colouring
must be sterile and inert.

[ |Complete [ ]To Do

Jewellery used for cosmetic skin piercing must be sterile.
[ |Complete [ ]To Do

Cleaning chemicals must be suitable and available at all times. A
hypochlorite solution of 1,000 parts per million (PPM) available chlorine
should be used for high risk environmental surfaces or alternative
antiviral/antibacterial wipes. Chemicals must be stored in a designated
area, such as a cleaning cupboard.

[ ]Complete [ _]To Do

Ultrasonic baths and autoclaves must be suitable and maintained.
Autoclaves must be serviced and daily tests and records must be in place.

|:| Complete |:| To Do

Signage must be provided, including no smoking, eating or drinking.
[ ]Complete [ _]To Do

Registered activities: checklist for compliance 5



Disposable paper sheet must be used to cover any table, seat or couch
used for treatment.

[ ]Complete [ ]To Do

Waste provisions must be in place for the safe storage and disposal of
sharps, items which come into contact with the skin, PPE, and any other
general waste. A copy of your waste contract or waste disposal note must
be provided upon request.

[ ]Complete [ _]To Do

Gas points and electrical socket outlets must be sufficient and safe.
|:| Complete |:| To Do

Biohazard and First Aid Kit should be available on site at all times.
|:| Complete |:| To Do

PRACTITIONER REQUIREMENTS

Training, instruction and supervision. Staff/self-employed workers must
be competent and appropriately trained in their duties. All staff must be
instructed on the risks associated with any work activities.

[ ]Complete [ _]To Do

Consultation procedures must be appropriate and sufficient to ensure
that treatment is suitable. It should identify any risks such as infectious
diseases, allergies or any other medical condition or circumstance.
Informed consent must be provided detailing the risks and how
complications will be managed, including after care. Records of
inks/pigments used per client should be recorded.

[ |Complete [ ]To Do
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Topical numbing cream is not licensed for use with tattooing or any other
registered activities. You must request that your client purchases and
applies this themselves should they wish to use it.

[ ]Complete [ _]To Do

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) such as single-use apron, and
single-use gloves may be worn to protect against contact with clients’
skin. Latez-free (Nitril), powder-free gloves and a single-use face covering
are advised. For practitioners offering acupuncture, they shall ensure that
they wear disposable gloves, for example where they are aware that the
client is infected with a blood borne virus, or where the client is bleeding
or has an open lesion on an exposed part of their body.

[ ]Complete [ _]To Do

Skin preparation must be suitable, including the use of single-use
alcohol wipes. Green soap must be diluted with only distilled water,
following the correct dilution rate, and replenished daily.

|:| Complete |:| To Do

Needlestick and sharps injuries can happen, and you must have
procedures in place, including seeking medical attention where required.

[ |Complete [ ]To Do

Cleaning and sterilisation procedures must be suitable and sufficient,
including all work top and treatment areas, re-useable equipment, and
floors.

|:| Complete |:| To Do

Nails must be clean and short.
|:| Complete |:| To Do
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Guidance

Pseudomonas information:
Pseudomonas aeruginosa perichondritis associated with ear piercings:
Information for ear and cosmetic piercing businesses - GOV.UK

Tattooing and body piercing guidance:
Tattooing and body piercing: infection prevention and control - GOV.UK

COSHH essentials: sr12.pdf

Safety requirements for autoclaves:
Safety requirements for autoclaves - HSE

Aadvice for those offering non-surgical cosmetic procedures:
Health and Safety in Aesthetic Clinics | City Of Wolverhampton Council

You can get this information in large print, braille, audio
or in another language by calling 01902 551155 or
emailing translations@wolverhampton.gov.uk

wolverhampton.gov.uk 01902 551155
0@ WolverhamptonToday Wolverhampton_Today @ @WolvesCouncil

City of Wolverhampton Council, Civic Centre, St. Peter’s Square, Wolverhampton WV1 1SH
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pseudomonas-aeruginosa-perichondritis-associated-with-ear-piercings/pseudomonas-aeruginosa-perichondritis-associated-with-ear-piercings-information-for-ear-and-cosmetic-piercing-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pseudomonas-aeruginosa-perichondritis-associated-with-ear-piercings/pseudomonas-aeruginosa-perichondritis-associated-with-ear-piercings-information-for-ear-and-cosmetic-piercing-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pseudomonas-aeruginosa-perichondritis-associated-with-ear-piercings/pseudomonas-aeruginosa-perichondritis-associated-with-ear-piercings-information-for-ear-and-cosmetic-piercing-businesses
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tattooing-and-body-piercing-infection-prevention-and-control
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/guidance/sr12.pdf
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/guidance/pm73.htm
https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/food-businesses-and-safety/health-and-safety-aesthetic-clinics

