
 

 

 

  
i) Statement of: Paul Brown  

ii) Statement No: 25  

iii) For: Claimant  

iv) Dated: 24.12.2025  
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE   
KING’S BENCH DIVISION  

CLAIM NO: KB-2022-BHM-000188  

      

B E T W E E N:  

      

1. WOLVERHAMPTON CITY COUNCIL 
2. DUDLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

3. SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
4. WALSALL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 

   Claimants  

and  

1 to 4. PERSONS UNKNOWN (AS DESCRIBED IN THE INJUNCTION) 
5. Mr ANTHONY PAUL GALE 

6. Miss WIKTORIA SCZCUBLINSKA 
7. Mr ISA IQBAL 

8. Mr MASON PHELPS 
9. Miss REBECCA RICHOLD 

10. Mr OLIVER CLARKE 
11. Mr SIKANDER HUSSAIN 

12. Mr OMAR TAGON 
13. Mr TY HARRIS 

14. Mr VIVKASH BALI 
   Defendants  

   
  

  
TWENTY FIFTH WITNESS STATEMENT OF PAUL STEVEN BROWN 

 

  
  

I, PAUL STEVEN BROWN of the City of Wolverhampton Council, Civic Centre, St Peter’s 

Square, Wolverhampton, WV1 1RG WILL SAY AS FOLLOWS:  

  

1. Except where indicated to the contrary, the facts in this statement are within my 

knowledge and are true.  Where the facts in this statement are not within my direct 

knowledge, they are based on the source indicated and are true to the best of my 

information and belief. This is my 25th statement in these proceedings.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

2. The City of Wolverhampton Council is the authority which is leading the joint 

application of the Councils of Wolverhampton, Dudley, Sandwell and Walsall 

(hereinafter referred to as the “Black Country Boroughs”) seeking injunctive relief to 

restrain street racing (also referred to as car cruising) in the Black Country 

Boroughs. This is a statement on behalf of all four Claimants.   

 

3. I have been employed since 25 June 2007 as a Senior Communications Adviser 

and latterly Communications Manager in the communications team of the City of 

Wolverhampton Council.  

 

4. In collaboration with my colleagues Pardip Nagra (ASB Team Leader) and Adam 

Sheen (Senior Solicitor, Legal Services) a communications plan has been 

developed, initially to raise awareness of the application to the High Court for an 

interim street racing injunction for the Black Country Area and, after this was 

granted, to promote the existence of the injunction and the Power of Arrest which is 

in place.  

 

5. Recognising this is a joint enterprise, I have been liaising closely with my 

counterparts in the communications teams of Dudley, Sandwell and Walsall 

Councils and West Midlands Police.  

 
6. This statement provides a brief update on communications activity completed by the 

Claimant Councils, intended in part to serve these orders on Persons Unknown, 

following the court hearing of 26 February 2025, at which the High Court permitted 

the injunction to continue. 

 
7. Media releases: Between the dates of 26 February 2025 (the date the current 

injunction was granted) and 17 December 2025, the City of Wolverhampton Council 

issued two media releases: 

 

‘Black Country street racing injunction remains in place’, 27 February 2025, detailing 

that the High Court granted permission for the injunction to continue at the hearing 

of 26 February 2025:  

https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/news/black-country-street-racing-injunction-

remains-place  

https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/news/black-country-street-racing-injunction-remains-place
https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/news/black-country-street-racing-injunction-remains-place


 

 

 

 

‘Would be street racers warned of consequences of breaching ban’, 2 May 2025, 

issued in conjunction with Sandwell Council, detailing a recent prosecution, the 

street racing ban, the power of arrest and the date for the next review hearing in 

February 2026:  

https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/news/would-be-street-racers-warned-

consequences-breaching-ban  

 

These were published on the Claimant Council websites and social media channels. 

 

In addition, Sandwell Council has issued a number of media releases following court 

action: 

 

‘Would-be street racers warned of consequences of breaching ban’, 2 May 2025, 

as above, issued in conjunction with the City of Wolverhampton Council, detailing a 

recent prosecution, the street racing ban, the power of arrest and the date for the 

next review hearing in February 2026: 

https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/news/article/597/would-be-street-racers-warned-of-

consequences-of-breaching-ban  

 

'Further warning issued as Sandwell takes 11th street racer to court', 5 June 2025, 

detailing another recent prosecution and the street racing ban and power of arrest: 

https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/news/article/617/further-warning-issued-as-sandwell-

takes-11th-street-racer-to-court  

 

'Two more drivers before the courts for Kenrick Way street racing', 23 September 

2025, again detailing another recent prosecution and the street racing ban and 

power of arrest:  

https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/news/article/675/two-more-drivers-before-the-courts-

for-kenrick-way-street-racing 

 

8. Social Media: As well as messages relating to specific updates which are published 

as required, for instance the media releases referenced in 7, above, a series of 

regular messages have been scheduled to go out via the City of Wolverhampton 

Council's social media pages (primarily X and Facebook), including on the following 

https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/news/would-be-street-racers-warned-consequences-breaching-ban
https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/news/would-be-street-racers-warned-consequences-breaching-ban
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/news/article/597/would-be-street-racers-warned-of-consequences-of-breaching-ban
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/news/article/597/would-be-street-racers-warned-of-consequences-of-breaching-ban
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/news/article/617/further-warning-issued-as-sandwell-takes-11th-street-racer-to-court
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/news/article/617/further-warning-issued-as-sandwell-takes-11th-street-racer-to-court
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/news/article/675/two-more-drivers-before-the-courts-for-kenrick-way-street-racing
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/news/article/675/two-more-drivers-before-the-courts-for-kenrick-way-street-racing


 

 

 

dates in 2025: 28 March, 12 April, 25 April, 10 May, 23 May, 7 June, 20 June, 5 

July, 18 July, 2 August, 13 Sep, 26 Sep, 11 Oct, 24 Oct, 8 Nov, 21 Nov, 6 Dec, 19 

Dec. Further posts will be scheduled throughout the duration of the injunction. 

 

Between the dates of 26 February 2025 (the date the current injunction was granted) 

and 17 December 2025, the City of Wolverhampton Council issued the following 

social media posts: 

 

X - 20 posts 

Facebook - 20 posts 

Instagram - 6 posts 

 

Together, these posts reached a total of 161,500 accounts, and had 219,100 

impressions. 

 

Social media was shared by the other Claimant Councils and by West Midlands 

Police. In addition, the City of Wolverhampton Council shared partner Claimants’ 

messaging, and other Claimants put out their own messaging as appropriate.  

 

9. Street racing webpages: Between the dates of 26 February 2025 (the date the 

current injunction was granted) and 17 December 2025 the dedicated street racing 

webpages on the Claimant Councils’ websites had the following number of views: 

 

City of Wolverhampton Council street racing page – 1,372 views 

https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/parking-and-roads/street-racing-injunction-

application 

 

Sandwell Council street racing page – 1,523 views 

https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/info/200284/roads_travel_and_parking/3231/street_r

acing 

 

Walsall Council street racing page – 338 views 

https://go.walsall.gov.uk/black_country_car_cruising_injunction 

 

Dudley Council street racing page – 394 views 

https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/parking-and-roads/street-racing-injunction-application
https://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/parking-and-roads/street-racing-injunction-application
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/info/200284/roads_travel_and_parking/3231/street_racing
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/info/200284/roads_travel_and_parking/3231/street_racing
https://go.walsall.gov.uk/black_country_car_cruising_injunction


 

 

 

https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/parking-and-roads/roadshighways-

andpavements/car-cruising-injunction  

 
10. Media coverage: As always, the media continues to take a keen interest in the High 

Court injunction, and has reported on it a number of times in recent months. 

Examples include: 

 

'Black Country street racing ban to continue', BBC News, 28 February 2025: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cwynnxpd31jo  

 

'West Midlands car cruisers warned as street racer gets "severe consequences"', 

Birmingham Live, 2 May 2025:  

https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/black-country/west-midlands-car-cruisers-

warned-31558711  

 

'Motorists face prison sentences and 'seized' assets for breaking major driving law', 

GB News, 2 May 2025:  

https://www.gbnews.com/lifestyle/cars/motorists-prison-sentences-driving-law-

black-country  

 

'Drivers 'face jail' if they fail to obey new 3pm-7am rules in part of England', The 

Mirror, 5 May 2025:  

https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/drivers-face-jail-fail-obey-35170154  

 

'Drivers must obey new 3pm to 7am rules in UK or face "prison sentence", The 

Express, 8 May 2025:  

https://www.express.co.uk/life-style/cars/2065875/driving-law-changes-street-

racing  

 

'Speeding driver who raced vehicles in West Bromwich handed jail warning and 

huge bill', Birmingham Live, 5 June, 2025:  

https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/black-country/speeding-driver-who-raced-

vehicles-31796664  

 

https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/parking-and-roads/roadshighways-andpavements/car-cruising-injunction
https://www.dudley.gov.uk/residents/parking-and-roads/roadshighways-andpavements/car-cruising-injunction
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cwynnxpd31jo
https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/black-country/west-midlands-car-cruisers-warned-31558711
https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/black-country/west-midlands-car-cruisers-warned-31558711
https://www.gbnews.com/lifestyle/cars/motorists-prison-sentences-driving-law-black-country
https://www.gbnews.com/lifestyle/cars/motorists-prison-sentences-driving-law-black-country
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/drivers-face-jail-fail-obey-35170154
https://www.express.co.uk/life-style/cars/2065875/driving-law-changes-street-racing
https://www.express.co.uk/life-style/cars/2065875/driving-law-changes-street-racing
https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/black-country/speeding-driver-who-raced-vehicles-31796664
https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/black-country/speeding-driver-who-raced-vehicles-31796664


 

 

 

'Brierley Hill man is latest to be convicted for breaking Black Country street racing 

injunction', Express & Star, 6 June 2025:  

https://www.expressandstar.com/news/2025/06/06/brierley-hill-man-is-latest-to-be-

convicted-for-breaking-black-country-street-racing-injunction/  

 

'Brierley Hill man ordered to pay £3k for West Bromwich street racing', Stourbridge 

News, 6 June, 2025:  

https://www.stourbridgenews.co.uk/news/25220340.brierley-hill-man-ordered-pay-

3k-west-bromwich-street-racing/ 

 

'"Dangerous" drivers treated dual carriageway like a race track', Birmingham Live, 

23 September 2025:  

https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/news/midlands-news/dangerous-drivers-

treated-dual-carriageway-32532322  

 

‘Two street racers landed with court bill after caught speeding at 98mph in racing 

hotspot in West Bromwich', Express & Star, 23 September 2025: 

https://www.expressandstar.com/news/2025/09/23/two-street-racers-landed-with-

court-bill-after-caught-speeding-at-98mph-in-racing-hotspot-in-west-bromwich/  

 

‘Street racer jailed after speeding at more than 100mph in a 40mph zone - while two 

others given suspended sentences', Express & Star, 23 September 2025: 

https://www.expressandstar.com/news/crime/2025/09/23/street-racer-jailed-after-

speeding-at-more-than-100mph-in-a-40mph-zone-while-two-others-given-

suspended-sentences/  

 

11. Other communications: The street racing injunction has been promoted via other 

means, including digital and fixed signage which is present throughout the Black 

Country area, particularly around known ‘hotspot’ areas. In addition, the Claimants 

have, where appropriate, promoted the existence of the injunction through residents 

newsletters, both digital (such as the City of Wolverhampton Council’s 

‘Wolverhampton Weekender’ residents’ newsletter, which goes to circa 20,000 

people every week) and physical (including the spring edition of the ‘Sandwell 

Herald’, sent to all homes in Sandwell plus 7,000+ businesses and 400 copies in 

public buildings). 

https://www.expressandstar.com/news/2025/06/06/brierley-hill-man-is-latest-to-be-convicted-for-breaking-black-country-street-racing-injunction/
https://www.expressandstar.com/news/2025/06/06/brierley-hill-man-is-latest-to-be-convicted-for-breaking-black-country-street-racing-injunction/
https://www.stourbridgenews.co.uk/news/25220340.brierley-hill-man-ordered-pay-3k-west-bromwich-street-racing/
https://www.stourbridgenews.co.uk/news/25220340.brierley-hill-man-ordered-pay-3k-west-bromwich-street-racing/
https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/news/midlands-news/dangerous-drivers-treated-dual-carriageway-32532322
https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/news/midlands-news/dangerous-drivers-treated-dual-carriageway-32532322
https://www.expressandstar.com/news/2025/09/23/two-street-racers-landed-with-court-bill-after-caught-speeding-at-98mph-in-racing-hotspot-in-west-bromwich/
https://www.expressandstar.com/news/2025/09/23/two-street-racers-landed-with-court-bill-after-caught-speeding-at-98mph-in-racing-hotspot-in-west-bromwich/
https://www.expressandstar.com/news/crime/2025/09/23/street-racer-jailed-after-speeding-at-more-than-100mph-in-a-40mph-zone-while-two-others-given-suspended-sentences/
https://www.expressandstar.com/news/crime/2025/09/23/street-racer-jailed-after-speeding-at-more-than-100mph-in-a-40mph-zone-while-two-others-given-suspended-sentences/
https://www.expressandstar.com/news/crime/2025/09/23/street-racer-jailed-after-speeding-at-more-than-100mph-in-a-40mph-zone-while-two-others-given-suspended-sentences/


 

 

 

 

12. The court may also wish to know that, following a visual check of each homepage 

on the morning of 19 December 2025, I can confirm that each Claimant Council 

homepage contains a direct link to the dedicated street racing webpages, as per the 

order of the Court. 

 

13. Based on the above I would humbly submit that the Claimants have fully complied 

with the requirements of the orders of the High Court. 

 

14. I will continue to ensure future steps in the Communications Plan are acted upon at 

the relevant time and will continue to liaise with my counterparts in Communications 

Teams of Dudley, Sandwell and Walsall Councils and West Midlands Police to 

ensure that they are disseminating the information as and when necessary.   

 
 
STATEMENT OF TRUTH  
  
I believe that the facts stated in this Witness Statement are true. I understand that 
proceedings for contempt of court may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes 
to be made, a false statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without and 
honest belief in its truth.  
  
Full Name:   PAUL STEVEN BROWN   
Position:    COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER  
  
Name of Claimant:   City of Wolverhampton Council  
  
Signed:     
   
Print Name:     PAUL BROWN  
Dated:    24 December 2025  
  
 


