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Environmental Permit 
 

Permit No. B/6.4/227 
 
 

PERMIT TO OPERATE AN INSTALLATION: 
 
Pollution Prevention and Control Act 1999 
 
Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016, SI 2016 No. 1154  
 
Permit ref. no:  
B/6.4/227 
 
Name and address of operator (A) permitted to operate the installation: 
Wednesbury Car & Commercials Ltd, Admiral House, Waterfront East, Brierley Hill 
DY5 1XG 
Company registration number: 02438036 
 
Address of permitted installation (B):  
Wednesbury Car & Commercials Ltd Units A/B, 2, 13 & 14, Tractor Spares Industrial 
Estate Strawberry Lane, Willenhall, WV13 3RN 
 
Conditions:  
The operator (A) is permitted to operate the activity listed in Chapter 6, Section 6.4 Part (b) 
of Part 2 of Schedule 1 to the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 
2016, SI 2016 No.1154 at the installation (B) subject to the attached conditions.  
 
The installation boundary mentioned in permit conditions is shown outlined in red in 
Appendix 1 on the plans attached to this permit. 
 
 
Dated this 20th  day of November 2025 
 
 
 

(Signed*)  
Senior Environmental Health Officer 
Resident Services Commercial Regulation (Environmental Health) 
(*the officer appointed for this purpose) 
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Status Log 

Date  Activity  Reference Number  

20/11/2025  Permit issued  B/6.4/227 

  
 
 

Description of the Permitted Activity 

 
The permitted activity operated by Wednesbury Car & Commercials Ltd, consists of; re-
painting or re-spraying road vehicles or parts of them if the activity may result in the release 
into the air of particulate matter or of any volatile organic compound and the carrying on of 
the activity is likely to involve the use of 1 or more tonnes of organic solvents in any 12-
month period. as prescribed by Part 2 of Schedule 1, Chapter 6, Section 6.4 Part B(b), of 
the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016 (As amended) SI 
1154. 
 
The operator currently undertakes the permitted activity over 4 distinct separate units in 

close proximity at Tractor Spares Industrial Estate as follows. 

 

• Unit AB Small Van repair (VOC activities)  

• Unit 13 Graphics Livery Application (VOC activities) 

• Unit 2 New Bodybuild – there are currently no activities taking place at this unit that 
relate to the activities permitted. New vehicles are modified at the unit and 
subsequently shipped to the operators sister site at Monmore for further painting. 
The regulator has made the decision to include this within the permitted installation 
as the proposed on site activities vary.  

• Unit 14 Heavy Vehicle repair (VOC activities) 
 
Unit AB.  Small vans and HGV cabs are repaired and repainted ranging from cosmetic 
scuffs repairs to panel replacement and body repair using aerosol sprays, panel wipe and 
sanding with mobile extraction units. There is no additional external extraction. 
 
Unit 13 Graphics application. The panel which is due to be affixed with vehicle livery is 
cleaned using rags and panel wipe before affixing self adhesive polyamic vinyl to vehicle 
prior to heating with heat gun to aid adhesion. The panel may receive further cleaning on 
completion for cosmetic purposes.  
 
Unit 14 Includes body and frame cutting of HGVs, welding, filler application and sanding  
provided with internal  mobile extraction. The required paint is measured and mixed in the 
paint mix room which is fitted with general extraction in addition to the gun cleaning 
machine where the extraction system extracts from the gun cleaning machine during 
usage.  
 
The unit is provided with a large unheated spray booth which has the ability to be 
subdivided into 2 smaller spray booths. The filter system consists of a stage 1 100 mm 
Paint stop filter and Stage 2 PS 290 filter terminating with a high velocity vertical discharge 
cowl. 
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Table of emission sources 
Emission source Abatement 

provided 

Emission location  

1 LCI natural gas fired 

spray booth 

Filters A minimum of 8M from ground level and 

minimum of 1 M above roof. 

 

Paint Mixing Room   Unabated  Gun cleaning machine extract 2.3 M from 

ground level. 

General Room extraction 1.1 M above 

ground level 
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1.0 The Permitted Activity  
 

1.1 The permitted activity shall be comprised of the activities and associated activities 
specified in Table 1.1 

 

 

Table 1.1 

Activity listed in Schedule 1 

of EP Regulations or 

Associated Activity 

Description of specified activity 

Directly Associated Activity – 

Handling and storage of raw 

materials 

Handling of all raw materials including receipt 

through to sending material via a designated 

process route. 

Section 6.4 Part B (b) re-painting or re-spraying road vehicles or parts of 

them and the carrying on of the activity is likely to 

involve the use of 1 or more tonnes of organic 

solvents in any 12-month period. 

Directly Associated Activity - 

Handling of waste materials 

Handling of all residues and waste materials prior to 

removal from the site of the permitted activity. 

 

Conditions 

 

2 Non-VOC emissions 

2.0  The following non-VOC emission limits in Table 2.1 shall apply: 

 

Table 2.1: Emission Limits and Monitoring 

 

Pollutant (and 
source) 

Emission 
Limits / 

Provisions 
Type of Monitoring 

Monitoring 
Frequency 

Particulate matter 
from spray booth 

10mg/Nm3 

By guarantee supplied by 
the spray booth 
constructor or 
alternatively as 
demonstrated by 
isokinetic monitoring 
tests. 

When required by the 
Local Authority to 
demonstrate 
compliance as an 
alternative to a 
guarantee, and where 
spray booths are 
replaced or 
substantially altered. 

All emissions shall be determined at the standard reference conditions of 273.15K and 
101.3kPa, without correction for water vapour content. 
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2.1 The introduction of dilution air to achieve emission concentration limits shall not be 
permitted.  Dilution air may be added for waste gas cooling or improved dispersion 
where justified, but this must not be considered when determining the mass 
concentration of the pollutant in the waste gases.  

2.2 All emissions of particulate matter from spray booths shall be emitted from discharge 
stacks terminating no less than one metre above roof ridge height. 

2.3  Where periodic monitoring exercise to determine compliance with the particulate 
emission limit values is required, the operator shall notify the Council at least 7 days 
before. The operator shall state the provisional time and date of monitoring, pollutants 
to be tested and the methods to be used. Within 8 weeks of the completion of 
monitoring activities, the results of non-continuous emission testing shall be forwarded 
to the Council. 

2.4  In the event of any adverse results from any monitoring activity in relation to the 
provisions of Table 2.1 above, the operator shall investigate as soon as the results are 
obtained/received.  The operator shall: 

• identify the cause and take corrective action 

• record as much detail as possible regarding the cause and extent of the problem  

• record the action taken by the operator to rectify the situation 

• re-test to demonstrate compliance as soon as possible 

• notify the Council 

2.5 The operator shall implement a written maintenance schedule for key arrestment plant 
and keep a written record of the maintenance carried out. A copy of both the schedule 
and record shall be made available to officers of the Council upon request. The 
operator shall inform the Council in writing of any significant changes to the schedule. 

2.6 The operator shall have a list of key arrestment plant and a written procedure for 
dealing with its failure in order to minimise any adverse effects. 

2.7 In the case of abnormal emissions, or malfunction or breakdown leading to abnormal 
emissions, the operator shall: 

• investigate immediately and undertake corrective action 

• adjust the process or activity to minimise those emissions and  

• promptly record the events and actions taken 

• notify the Council without delay if the emission is likely to have an effect on the local 
community. 

 

2.8 The operator shall keep records of inspections, tests and monitoring in relation to the 
provisions of Table 2.1 above. In such cases: 

• current records shall be kept on site and made available for officers of the Council to 
examine 

• records shall be kept by the operator for at least 2 years. 

2.9 Dusty wastes shall be stored in closed containers. Dry sweeping of dusts and dusty 
wastes shall not be carried out where it is likely to give rise to dust emissions beyond 
the site boundary. 

2.10 Spares and consumables, particularly those subject to continual wear shall be held 
on site or shall be available at short notice from guaranteed suppliers, so that spray 
booth plant breakdowns can be rectified rapidly. 
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3 VOC Emissions 

3.1 Surface preparation and painting operations shall be carried out using only coating 
materials that are placed on the market for use in vehicle refinishing body shops. (see 
‘Coating Materials Labelling’) in Appendix 2 and 3  

3.2 The products used in coating shall be prepared and applied in accordance with the 
supplier’s instructions.  Under no circumstances shall the product be thinned with more 
than the supplier’s stated quantity or percentage of thinner (see ‘Maximum VOC 
content’ in Appendix 2). 

3.3 All paint spraying operations shall be carried out in a totally enclosed booth under 
negative pressure to prevent fugitive emissions of VOCs and applied to commercial 
vehicles using high volume low pressure (HVLP) (maximum atomisation pressure 
67.5kPa) spraying equipment. 

3.4 All spray guns and equipment cleaning shall be carried out in an automatic, totally-
enclosed equipment cleaning machine or any other equipment cleaning machine 
which can achieve comparable or lower emissions.  The cleaning machine shall be 
provided with the minimum of exhaust ventilation that is necessary to prevent the 
fugitive emission of organic solvent vapour when the machine is opened for 
introduction or removal of equipment or for the changing of cleaning solvent. 

3.5 All spray gun testing and spray-out following cleaning shall be carried out in either an 
equipment cleaning machine with the extraction running, or into a chamber which is 
provided with extraction which is running in accordance with a written procedure a 
copy of which shall be made available to the Council upon request. The operator shall 
inform the Council in writing of any significant changes to the written procedure. 

3.6 Cleaning solvents shall be dispensed by a pump/plunger type dispenser or similar 
when used on wipes.  Any pre-impregnated solvent wipes shall be held within an 
enclosed container prior to use. 

3.7 Solvent contaminated wipes and other wastes shall be handled in accordance with a 
written procedure a copy of which shall be made available to the Council upon request. 
The operator shall inform the Council in writing of any significant changes to the written 
procedure. 

3.8 Organic solvent containment and spillage equipment shall be readily available in all 
organic solvent handling areas. 

3.9 All solvent containing materials shall be stored according to type as follows: 

• coatings, thinners and related materials and equipment cleaning materials: - in the 
containers in which they were supplied, with the lid securely fastened at all times other 
than when in use.  

• solvent containing waste: - in suitable sealed containers with a securely fastened lid, 
and labelled so that all that handle them are aware of their contents 

3.10 all materials: - within spillage collectors, of suitable impervious and corrosion-proof 
materials and capable of containing 110% of the largest container and away from 
sources of heat. 

3.11 Waste solvents and waste coatings shall be recycled off site. Copies of receipts of 
waste materials sold for recycling shall be kept for 3 years. 

3.12 Spares and consumables, particularly those subject to continual wear shall be held on 
site or shall be available at short notice from guaranteed suppliers, so plant/machinery 
breakdowns can be rectified rapidly. 
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4 Visible and Odorous Emissions 

4.1 All release to air, other than condensed water vapour, shall be free from droplets and 
free from persistent visible emissions. 

4.2 There shall be no offensive odour from the activity as perceived by an officer of the 
Council, beyond the site boundary. 

5 General Conditions 

5.1 Staff at all levels shall receive the necessary training and instruction where they have 
responsibilities for activities which may have an impact on the environment. A record 
of the training and instruction received shall be maintained by the operator and shall 
be available to the Council on request. 

5.2 In relation to this permit, any reference to the Council shall mean City of 
Wolverhampton Council. In addition, any information shall be sent to: - 

 
City of Wolverhampton Council 
Resident Services,  
Commercial Regulation,                                                                                    
Environmental Health  
Civic Centre, St Peters Square 
WV1 1RP  

 
 
 6 Best available techniques  

 
6.1  The best available techniques shall be used to prevent or, where that is not        

practicable, reduce emissions from the installation in relation to any aspect of the 
operation of the installation which is not regulated by any other condition of this 
permit.  

 
6.2   If the operator proposes to make a change in operation of the installation, the 

operator shall, at least 14 days before making the change, notify the Council in 
writing. The notification must contain a description of the proposed change in 
operation. It is not necessary to make such a notification if an application to vary this 
permit has been made and the application contains a description of the proposed 
change. In this condition “change in operation‟ means a change in the nature or 
functioning, or an extension, of the installation, which may have consequences for the 
environment.  
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Appendix 1 Maps and Plans 
 
Map 1: General Site Location  

 
 



 

 

Sensitivity: NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED 

 
Key - Site Location  
Map 2: Site Boundary and Permitted Installation Boundary 

 

 
 

            Permitted Installation Boundary 
 
        
Key    Site Boundary 
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Appendix 2  Coatings Materials Labelling 

Compliant VOC coatings Compliant coatings as identified in the Paints Directive 2004/42/CE D are 

defined in Table 4.2. Compliance is achieved if the coating applied contains equal or less than the 

VOC detailed in Table 4.2 - Compliant coatings 

 

 

Compliant coatings must also be labelled with the VOC content in grams per litre  

(g/l) and the VOC content limit (also in g/l) that applies to that category of product. 

 

The label on vehicle refinishing products is likely to be in the following form:- 

On the top line 2004/42 signifies the Paints Directive and IIB is the annex in the  

Directive where the relevant VOC limits for that product are found. The bottom line  

shows the product‟s sub-category (d), the VOC limit that applies (420), and finally  

the VOC content of the product itself  
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 Appendix 3: Individual bodyshop products covered by this permit 

 

a) ‘preparatory and cleaning' means products designed to remove old coatings  

and rust, either mechanically or chemically, or to provide a key for new  

coatings: 

(i) preparatory products include gunwash (a product designed for cleaning  

spray-guns and other equipment), paint strippers, degreasers (including  

anti-static types for plastic) and silicone removers; 

(ii)’precleaner' means a cleaning product designed for the removal of  

surface contamination during preparation for and prior to the application  

of coating materials; 

 

b) ‘Bodyfiller/stopper' means heavy-bodied compounds designed to be applied to  

fill deep surface imperfections prior to the application of the surfacer/filler; 

 

c) ‘primer' means any coating that is designed for application to bare metal or  

existing finishes to provide corrosion protection prior to application of a primer  

surfacer: 

(i) ‘surfacer/filler' means a coating designed for application immediately  

prior to the application of topcoat for the purpose of corrosion resistance,  

to ensure adhesion of the topcoat, and to promote the formation of a  

uniform surface finish by filling in minor surface imperfections; 

(ii) ‘general metal primer' means a coating designed for application as  

primers, such as adhesion promoters, sealers, surfacers, undercoats,  

plastic primers, wet-on-wet, non-sand fillers and spray fillers; 

(iii) ‘wash primer' means coatings containing at least 0,5 % by weight of  

phosphoric acid designed to be applied directly to bare metal surfaces to  

provide corrosion resistance and adhesion; coatings used as weldable  

primers; and mordant solutions for galvanised and zinc surfaces; 

 

d) ‘topcoat' means any pigmented coating that is designed to be applied either as  

a single-layer or as a multiple-layer base to provide gloss and durability. It  
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includes all products involved such as base coatings and clear coatings: 

 

e) ‘base coatings' means pigmented coatings designed to provide colour and any  

desired optical effects, but not the gloss or surface resistance of the coating  

system; 

 

f) ‘clear coating' means a transparent coating designed to provide the final gloss  

and resistance properties of the coating system; 

 

g) ‘special finishes' means coatings designed for application as topcoats  

requiring special properties, such as metallic or pearl effect, in a single layer,  

high-performance solid-colour and clear coats, (e.g. anti-scratch and  

fluorinated clear- coat), reflective base coat, texture finishes (e.g. hammer),  

anti-slip, under-body sealers, anti-chip coatings, interior finishes; and aerosols                     
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NOTES  
General Notes  
(These notes do not comprise part of the permit but contain relevant guidance. Although they 
have regard to the Pollution Prevention and Control Act 1999, the Environmental Permitting 
(England & Wales) Regulations 2016 (as amended), SI 1154 (‘the Environmental Permitting 
Regulations’) and the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs’ Guidance:- 
‘Environmental Permitting, General Guidance Manual on Policy and Procedures for A2 and B 
installations’, they do not purport to be an authoritative statement or interpretation of the 
legislation).  
 
Commercial Confidentiality / National Security  
Chapter 8 of the General Guidance Manual contains advice on what constitutes commercially 
confidential information. The operator must request the exclusion of commercially confidential 
information from the public register at the time of application. The operator should provide 
clear justification for each item of information for which a request is made. Regulation 47 of the 
Environmental Permitting Regulations allows for information to be kept from public registers for 
reasons of national security. For this to happen, the Secretary of State must determine that 
placing the information on the register would be against the national interest. An operator who 
believes any information meets this test may apply to the Secretary of State. (See Regulation 
51 of the Environmental Permitting Regulations, and Chapters 8 and 29 of the General 
Guidance Manual).  
 
Appeals  
The operator has the right of appeal against the conditions attached to a permit and any 
variations made by a variation notice, the procedure for appeals being given in the attached 
note on appeals. However, it is suggested that in the first instance contact be made with the 
appropriate officer of Wolverhampton City Council prior to making an appeal, as such contact 
could possibly resolve any disagreement or misunderstanding.  
 
Permit Transfer  
If the operator of the installation or mobile plant wishes to transfer the permit to another 
person, then a joint application to the Council must be made by the operator and the proposed 
transferee in accordance with Regulation 21(1). (See Regulation 21 of the Environmental 
Permitting Regulations and Chapter 25 of the General Guidance Manual).  
 
Permit Surrender  
If the operator proposes to surrender the permit, then an application must be made in 
accordance with Regulation 25. (See Regulation 25 of the Environmental Permitting 
Regulations and Chapter 19 of the General Guidance Manual).  
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Duties Which May Lie Outside the Scope of the Permit  
Permits are issued in accordance with Regulation 13(1) of the Environmental Permitting 
Regulations.  
The permit does not authorise a contravention of any other enactment or any order made, 
granted, or issued under any other enactment, nor does it authorise a contravention of any rule 
of law or breach of any agreement.  
 
Further Information  
Additional guidance to the regulations can be found in the Department for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs’ general guidance manual issued for LA-IPPC and LAPPC, available at:  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/industrial/las-regulations/guidance  
The Secretary of State’s Process Guidance Notes can be found on the same web page as the 
guidance manual and by scrolling down to the relevant section.  
 
Interpretation  
“Consistent compliance”- in determining consistent compliance the factors considered include:  
a) the variability of monitoring results, for example, results which range from 5 – 19 mg/m3 , 
against an emission limit of 20 mg/m3 might not qualify for a reduction in monitoring.  
b) the margin between the results and the emission limit, for example, results which range from 
18 - 20 mg/m3 when the limit is 20 mg/m3 might not qualify for a reduction in monitoring.  
Such a relaxation shall be considered sooner if the monitoring is supported by continuous 
indicative monitoring which shows consistent compliance.  
In considering whether to allow a reduced monitoring frequency, account will also be taken of 
whether the installation has been subject to significant change in operation in the preceding 
two or more years which might affect the emission being monitored.  
 
Right to Appeal Environmental Permit Conditions  
Operators of LA-IPPC and LA-PPC installations may appeal to the Secretary of State under 
the Environmental Permitting Regulations, regulation 31 against certain decisions made by the 
local authority. Schedule 6 of the Regulations sets out the detailed procedures.  
If the operator disagrees with the conditions imposed by the authority as a result of a permit 
application the operator may appeal. A notice of appeal must be received by the Planning 
Inspectorate not later than 6 months from the date of the decision or deemed decision.  
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Compliance/ Enforcement 
You will be liable for prosecution if you fail to comply with the conditions of this permit. If found 
guilty, the maximum penalty for each offence if prosecuted in a Magistrates Court is £50,000 
and/or 6 months imprisonment. In a Crown Court it is an unlimited fine and/or 5 years 
imprisonment.  
Our enforcement of your permit will be in accordance with the Regulators’ Compliance Code. 

 
 


