
 

Page 1 of 16 

 

 
Variation Notice 
 
 

Environmental Permit ref. no: B/6.6/013/R0 
Variation Notice ref. no: B/6.6/013/V2 

 
 

Pollution Prevention and Control Act 1999 
 

Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 

2016, Regulation 20 

 
 
To: Utopia Furniture Ltd, Utopia House, Springvale Avenue, Springvale Business 

Park, Bilston West Midlands, WV14 0QL 
 
 
Wolverhampton City Council ("the Council"), in exercise of the powers conferred on it 
by regulation 20 of the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 
2016, ("the Regulations") hereby gives you notice as follows: 
 
 
1. The Council has decided to vary the conditions of the permit reference 

B/6.6/013/R0 granted under regulation 13(1) of the Regulations in respect of the 
operation of the installation at Utopia Furniture Ltd, Utopia House, Springvale 
Avenue, Springvale Business Park, Bilston West Midlands, WV14 0QL. 

 
 
2. The variations to the permit and the date on which they shall take effect are 

specified in Schedule 1 of this notice.  
 
3. A consolidated permit as varied by this notice is also enclosed (reference: 

B/5.1/013/C2. 
 
 
Dated this 23rd day of July 2021 
 
(Signed*)___________________________ 
Kayleigh Hitchcox  
Senior Environmental Health Officer 
Commercial Regulation (Environmental Protection) 
(*the officer appointed for this purpose) 
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Schedule 1 
 

The variations to the permit are specified below 
All variations shall come into force immediately 

 
1. The permit reference number shall be amended to B/5.1/013 to acknowledge that the 

primary regulation for the activity is in relation to the small waste incineration plant.  
 

2. A status log shall be inserted after the front cover and shall read as follows:  
 
Status Log 
 

Date Status Reference Number 

29.01.1999 Authorisation Issued 29/1/99 

08.03.2004 Permit Issued B/6.6/013/RO 

02.08.2007 Permit Variation Issued B/6.6/013/V1 

02.08.2007 Consolidated Permit Issued B/6.6/013/R1 

23.07.2021 Permit Variation Issued B/6.6/013/V2 

23.07.2021 Consolidated Permit Issued B/5.1/013/C2 

 
 

3. Any references to ‘The Environmental Permitting (England & Wales) Regulations 2010 (as 
amended) shall be amended to read ‘The Environmental Permitting (England & Wales) 
Regulations 2016 (as amended)’.  
 

4. The Process Description in Appendix 1 shall be deleted. A Permitted Activity Description 
shall be inserted after the status log and before the permit conditions. The Process 
Description shall include the description of both the wood processing activity and the small 
waste (biomass) incineration activity and will read as follows:  

 
The Permitted Activity Description 
 
The process comprises the manufacture of bathroom furniture (from approximately 3500 
cubic metres a year) of melamine-faced chipboard (MFC), medium density fibreboard 
(MDF), laminate faced chipboard, standard chipboard, sheet acrylic, P.V.C. foil, water-
based paint and water-based adhesives. The manufacture involves cutting, sawing, 
shaping, edge banding, drilling and membrane pressing operations. 
 
Utopia purchases MDF and MFC in 2m x 3m sheets from approved suppliers, these are 
stored in our automated wood stores facility at the goods in area. 
 
The Mill 
 
Orders are received and the board is automatically picked out onto one of two beam saws 
or a router where the furniture parts are cut to size, MFC parts are then moved to the next 
process of edgebanding where the PVC edge tape is glued to the panel giving us the 
finished edge, they then go onto the next process of drilling ready for assembly.  
 
MDF parts will take a different route to their next process of profile routering which gives 
the edge of the panel the chosen style, the MDF is then drilled ready to go into the foil 
press department. 
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All machines in the mill area are linked to extraction duct which extracts MDF/MFC dust 
into 2 main dust extraction filters via 11 x 20-80kw fans. Wood only skips are provided for 
offcuts. LEV testing is carried out annually by Zurich to ensure the correct amount of 
extraction is achieved, servicing of the extraction filters / motors is carried out annually and 
the filter bags are replaced every 5 years as recommended by the manufacturer. 
 
Biomass & extraction 
 
A Talbotts 999kw thermal rated output biomass boiler is installed in the purpose-built 
extraction room; all of the waste MDF/MFC dust is extracted from each machine and 
transferred into 1 of 2 main extraction filters: 
 
1 x JHK17 + 4T/C chain filter with 1275 TNF Filter bags 180cm dia x 2240cm long total 
filter area is 1581m2 approx. max air volume 140,000m3/hr. 
 
6 fans extracting from dust making production machines discharge into the filter  
1 x JHK10 + 3/C chain filter with 500 TNF Filter bags 18cm dia x 2240cm long total filter 
area is 620m2 approx. max air volume 56,000m3/hr. 
 
5 fans extracting from dust making production machines discharge into the Maldow 
extraction filter. 
 
The system is fitted with an Ecogate extraction on demand damper system which allows 
extraction air to machines to be shut off if not in use and reduce the fan speeds and 
decrease the air volume entering the filters, so the max air volumes are very rarely 
achieved. This is done automatically from machine signals and inverter drives.   
 
Both filters are positive pressure with the main extraction fans on the dirty side of the 
system. Fans blow dust and air into a top inlet section of the filter where pre-separation 
takes place, with the air speed reducing allowing larger particles of dust/chips to drop into 
the hopper section of the filter. The air and fine dust will then enter the filter bags where 
the dust will be filtered out with the cleaned air discharging into either the main filter room 
(exiting the room to atmosphere out of wall mounted louvres or open roller shutter door) 
or returned back to the factory. Each filter unit is split into a number of separate filter 
sections (17 and 10 respectively). Each section is fitted with a reverse flow regeneration 
fan, cleaning 1 section of bags at a time in a cycle every 10/20 minutes and continuous 
cycle on clean down. 
 
The dust and chips in the hopper are dragged to one end of the filter via a chain conveyor 
and pass through a rotary valve air lock allowing only the waste to exit the valve and not 
any air. This gives a pressure free discharge of the waste into a closed loop transfer system 
which also picks waste up from a chipper and discharges the waste under pressure-free 
conditions into the biomass silo via a high efficiency cyclone and rotary valve. The air from 
the cyclone is returned back under the filter rotary valve to form a sealed closed loop.  
 
Both outlets from the filter rotary valve and cyclone rotary valve are fitted with level 
indicators to detect blockages/over filling of the system and will stop the system to prevent 
major blockages and damage to the filters/cyclone/rotary valves. Also, the filter chain is 
fitted with a movement sensor and will stop the system if chain detected as not moving to 
prevent blocking of the filter unit. 
 
Interlocks are in place to not allow main filter units to run if the transfer system to the silo 
is not running or is in fault. 
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The system automatic start-up will start the cyclone rotary valve then after a short while 
the main transfer fan, when this has been running a short while then the main filter rotary 
valve will start followed by the chain. The system will then allow the main extraction fans 
to start when required. The cleaning fans will start a clean cycle after 10/20 mins with fans 
cleaning one at a time until full cycle of all sections finished then will wait another 10/20 
mins before cycling again. 
 
On shut down/clean down the system will turn all main fans off, put the chain conveyor 
into step mode so as not to overload the transfer system with waste after 5 mins the 
regeneration fans will begin to constantly cycle one at a time for the rest of the pre-set 
clean down time  (normally another 15/20 mins) When complete the chain will stop, rotary 
valve will run on for approx. 20 secs, then transport fan for 30 secs to clear the pipelines 
and stop, cyclone rotary valve will run on 20/30 secs to clear the cyclone.  
    
The filter can also discharge into a small skip/bag in an emergency if required to allow any 
repairs /servicing of silo or if silo full. 
 
All off cut waste is segregated into wood only skips and fed into a fire supressed shredder 
which is linked with the extraction, at this point the shredded MDF/MFC joins with the dust 
extraction and is transferred via an 18kw transfer fan to the 20 tonne enclosed storage 
silo.  
 
The biomass is fed via an enclosed screw feed at a rate set by the manufacturers to 
maintain the correct heat output and emissions, full manufacturers service takes place 
annually as does the emissions testing via EMC ltd (environmental monitoring 
consultants).  
 
The biomass plant is continuously, automatically monitored to ensure complete 
combustion of the biomass material. In the event of issues with incomplete combustion 
or filter fault the biomass plant automatically sounds audible & visual alarms, records the 
fault and shuts down. A maintenance and call out contract is in place with Talbotts (the 
manufacturer) in the event of a fault being detected.  
 
General maintenance and emptying of ash bins takes place by trained internal 
maintenance staff as required and recorded.  
 
There are three heat output channels from the biomass, 1) hot air blowers throughout the 
factory to provide space heating, 2) hot air curing room 3) hot air blowers throughout 
office spaces. During summer months the heat will be channelled outside through a 5-fan 
heat dissipater. 
 
Water based products are used for all paint and glue spraying which takes place within the 
wet back spray booths. 
 

5. The Permit Conditions 1-25 Inclusive shall be deleted. Permit Conditions X to X inclusive 
shall be inserted so as to include both the wood processing activities and the small waste 
(biomass) incineration activity as detailed below:  

 

Permit Conditions 
 
In relation to this permit, any reference to ‘the Council’ shall mean the Wolverhampton 
City Council. In addition, any information shall be sent to: - 
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City of Wolverhampton Council 
Commercial Regulation (Environmental Protection) 

2nd Floor 
Civic Centre 

St Peters Square 
Wolverhampton 

WV1 1DA 
Or by email to Environmental.Health@Wolverhampton.gov.uk 

The email address of the latest inspecting officer (if known) may also be copied in 
 
 
1.0 THE PERMITTED INSTALLATION 
 
1.1 The permitted installation shall be comprised of the activities and associated 

activities specified in Table 1.1 
 

Table 1.1 

Activity listed in Schedule 1 of EP 

Regulations or Associated Activity 

Description of specified activity 

 
Schedule 1, Part 2, Chapter 5, Section 5.1 Part 
B (a) (v) Incineration of waste wood. 
 

 
The incineration of clean waste wood in a Talbotts 
1.175kw thermal rated input biomass boiler 

 
Directly Associated Activity (1) 
 

 
Manufacturing products wholly or mainly of wood 
>1000m3 in a 12 -month period. 
 

 
Directly Associated Activity (2) 

 
Handling and temporary storage of waste 
materials arising from both the wood processing 
and incineration activity prior to removal from the 
site of the permitted activity. 
 

 
1.2 The activities permitted under condition 1.1 shall not extend beyond the site boundary, 

being the area outlined in red on the Installation Boundary as per Map 1 in Appendix 2 to 
this permit. 
 

1.3 If the operator proposes to make a change in operation to the permitted activity, the 
operator must, at least 28 days before making the change, notify the Council in writing. 
The notification must contain a description of the proposed change in operation. It is not 
necessary to make such a notification if an application to vary this permit has been made 
and the application contains a description of the proposed change. In this condition 
“change in operation” means a change in the nature or functioning, or an extension, of the 
permitted activity, which may have consequences for the environment. 

 
1.4 The best available techniques (BAT) shall be used to prevent or, where that is not 

practicable, reduce emissions to a minimum from the permitted activity in relation to any 
aspect of the operation of the permitted activity which is not regulated by any other 
condition of this permit. 
 

1.5 Only visibly untreated waste wood arising from the wood processing activity onsite which 
complies with the specification of the European Waste Codes (EWC) of 03 01 05 and 15 
01 03 shall be used as fuel to incinerate in the small waste (biomass) incineration plant as 
per table 1.2 below:  

 

mailto:Environmental.Health@Wolverhampton.gov.uk
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Table 1.2 
EU Classification 

Codes 

 

Description 

 

Further Restriction 

 

03 01 05 

 

Sawdust, shavings, 

cuttings, wood, particle 

board and veneer (1) 

other than those 

mentioned in 03 01 04 

 

 
No chemical treatments applied. 

 

(1) Only veneer that is fixed to the board. 

 

 

15 01 03 

 

Wooden packaging 

 

Visibly untreated wooden packaging 

including pallets generated onsite with NO 

chemical treatments/ paint / coatings 

applied. 

 

 

2.0 EMISSION LIMITS AND MONITORING 

2.1    Emissions to air from the stack exhausting from the Talbot waste (biomass) 
incinerator shall comply with the emission limits in Table 2.1 of this permit. 
Emissions from the stack shall be monitored using the methods and frequency of 
monitoring as stated in Table 2.1. All monitoring shall comply with the latest 
relevant British Standard. 

Table 2.1 

Emission Source 
Pollutant Emission Limit Type of Monitoring and 

frequency 

Boiler stacks Carbon monoxide 225 mg/m3 

 
Extractive monitoring once 

per annum 
 

Boiler stacks 
Total Particulate Matter 

 
90 mg/m3 

 
Extractive monitoring once 

per annum 
 

Boiler stacks 
Oxides of nitrogen 

(NOx) 
600 mg/m3 

 
Extractive monitoring 

once per annum 
 

Boiler stacks Oxygen 

 
N/A but to be provided 

as part of the emissions 
monitoring report 

 

During all extractive 
monitoring 

Boiler stacks 
Total Organic 
Compounds 

30 mg/m3 

 
Extractive monitoring once 

per annum 
 

Boiler stacks Hydrogen Cyanide 
7.5  

 

 
Extractive monitoring once 

per annum 
 

Boiler stacks Formaldehyde 
7.5  

 

 
Extractive monitoring once 

per annum 
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Boiler Stacks 
 

Smoke  
 

 
Ringelmann Shade 1  

 

 
At least once daily when in 

operation  
 

 
 

Whole Site 

 
No visible emissions 

to cross the site 
boundary 

 

 
 

Visual observations 
 
 

 
 

At least once daily 

 
Arrestment plant  
designed with an 
exhaust flow rate 
greater than 300 
m3 per minute. 

 

 
 

No visible emission 

 
 

Visual observations 

 
 

At least once daily 

 
2.2 All pollutants listed in Table 2.1 shall be subject to non-continuous extractive 

emission monitoring once every 12 months unless otherwise instructed in writing 
by the Council. Measurements shall be recorded in accordance with the 
requirements of condition 5.1 of this permit 

2.3 All pollutant concentrations shall be expressed at reference conditions dry gas at a 
temperature of 273.1K, a pressure of 101.3kPa, and oxygen concentration of 6 vol-
% and the results shall be expressed as mg/m³.  

2.4 No extractive monitoring result shall exceed the emission concentration limits for 
pollutants specified in table 2.1 of this permit. (excluding start-up & shut down and 
abnormal operating conditions). 

2.5 All emissions to air from the permitted activity shall be free from droplets and from 
persistent visible emissions, other than condensed water vapour.  

 
2.6      Visual assessments of emission points from the wood waste extractor must be 

made at least once per day. This observation shall be carried out during the initial 
start-up of the plant, and if there are multiple shifts involving separate start-ups, 
observations shall be undertaken following each start-up. The time, location and 
result of these assessments shall be recorded in accordance with condition 5.1. 
Abnormal emissions shall be dealt with in accordance with condition 4.9. 

 
2.7      Visual assessments of fugitive sources of dust emissions must be made at least 

once per day. This observation shall be carried out during the initial start-up of the 
plant, and if there are multiple shifts involving separate start-ups, observations 
shall be undertaken following each start-up. The time, location and result of these 
assessments shall be recorded in accordance with condition 5.1. Abnormal 
emissions shall be dealt with in accordance with condition 4.9. 

 
2.8 Emissions from the operation of the Talbot biomass boilers shall, in normal 

operation, be free from visible smoke and during start up and shut down shall not 
exceed the equivalent of Ringelmann Shade 1 as described in British Standard BS 
2742:2009, or subsequent revisions. 

2.9 Sampling points shall be designed to comply with the appropriate British or 
equivalent standards. The operator shall ensure that relevant stacks or ducts are 
fitted with facilities for sampling, which allow compliance with the sampling 
standards specified in table 2.1 of this permit. 
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2.10 The introduction of dilution air to achieve emission concentrations limits imposed 
by this permit shall not be permitted. 

2.11 The measurements made by the continuous monitor to the filters and the oxygen 
monitor shall be on display to appropriately trained operating staff. Instruments 
shall be fitted with audible and visual alarms, situated appropriately to warn the 
operator of arrestment plant or failure or malfunction or the failure or malfunction of 
the monitors. The activation of alarms shall be automatically recorded, records 
shall comply with the requirements of condition 5.1 of this permit. 

2.12 All continuous monitoring equipment shall be operated, maintained, tested and 
calibrated / recalibrated (or referenced, in the case of indicative monitors) with the 
results of parallel measurement techniques in accordance with the manufacturers’ 
instructions, which shall be made available for inspection by the regulator. The 
relevant maintenance, testing and calibration / recalibration (or referencing, in the 
case of indicative monitors) shall be recorded in accordance with the requirements 
of condition 5.1 of this permit. 

2.13 Readings obtained from the continuous monitors must report as zero when the 
plant to which the monitors are fitted is not operating and there is no flow in the 
stack. 

2.14 All continuous emission monitors shall provide reliable data >95% of the operating 
time, (i.e. availability >95%). A manual or automatic procedure shall be in place to 
detect instrument malfunction and to monitor instrument availability. 

2.15 Non-continuous manual extractive sampling shall meet the following requirements; 

i. The sampling period shall be sufficient such that a minimum of 
3 sampling results are obtained from each sampling point for 
each sampling exercise. 

ii. The manual extractive emissions data shall be obtained over a 
minimum period of 2 hours in total for each pollutant. 

iii. Recorded in accordance with condition 5.1 

2.16 The monitoring frequency may be reduced by the Council where consistent 
compliance with the emission concentration limits in Table 2.1 of this permit is 
demonstrated using the results from at least; 

i.  Three or more monitoring exercises within a two-year period, or 
ii.  Two or more monitoring exercises in one year supported by continuous 

monitoring data and;  
iii.      The data indicates emission limits are consistently and comfortably below 

the emission concentration limit in Table 2.1  
 

 
3.0 MATERIALS HANDLING AND PROCESS CONTROL TECHNIQUES  

3.1 The reception hopper for the wood waste arrestor shall be operated at all times 
with a high-level alarm interlocked with the operation of the extraction unit. This 
device shall be tested for correct operation on a monthly basis and a record shall 
be kept in accordance with condition 2. 

3.2    All filter bags and filter housings serving the central arrestment plant, shall be 
inspected once a month for any defects likely to lead to abnormal emissions. 
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3.3    The filter media within the two wood waste extraction systems shall be replaced 
every five years. 

3.4     A visual inspection shall be undertaken prior to moving any biomass fuel from the 
wood only skips to the shredder from where it is automatically fed into the boilers. 
Any visible contaminated material (such as treated wood, plastics or any litter) shall 
be removed from the stored biomass fuel and shall not be incinerated in the 
biomass boilers. 

3.5 If there is evidence that the biomass fuel is contaminated sufficiently to prevent the 
biomass complying with the requirements of table 1.5 of this permit, the affected 
biomass fuel shall be rejected. All rejected / contaminated biomass fuel shall be 
disposed of appropriately and not used as fuel for the biomass boilers. 

 
3.6 The shredded biomass fuel shall be introduced into the small waste (biomass) 

incinerator by an automated fuel feed system at all times. 
 
3.7 The number of boiler start up and shut downs shall be minimised to reduce 

emissions. 
 
3.8 All appropriate precautions shall be taken to minimise emissions to air during start 

up and shut down of the boilers. 

3.9 Combustion chambers, casings, flue’s, ductwork and ancillary equipment to the 
boiler shall be made and maintained as gas tight as is practicable. 

3.10 The boiler shall be provided with an oxygen trim system to maintain optimum 
incineration conditions to minimise emissions to air.  

 
3.11 The combustion zone temperature of the boiler shall be raised to the operating 

temperature by using only untreated / clean waste wood as per the classification 
requirements of condition 1.5 of this permit.  
 

3.12 Idling of the boiler shall be minimised at all times. 
 
3.13 All flues and ductwork conveying captured emissions from the wood processing 

equipment and the boiler shall be visibly clean to prevent accumulations of 
particulate matter as part of the general maintenance programme required by 
condition 4.3 of this permit.  

 
3.14 The stack exhausting the biomass boiler shall terminate at a minimum of 15m 

above ground level and shall not be fitted with a plate, cap or cowl. A cone may be 
fitted to increase exit velocity, which shall achieve 15m/s or greater to effect 
adequate dispersion of residual pollutants.  
 

3.15 Particulate matter from all filters shall be removed from the collection hoppers on a 
regular basis to prevent the accumulation of material adversely affecting 
performance of the filters or boiler. The waste particulate matter shall be sealed 
into bags and stored in a waste material skip or lidded bin while awaiting removal 
from the site of the permitted activity for disposal.  

 
3.16 Ash from the boiler shall be automatically removed from the ash cooling zone of 

the boilers by an ash auger. The ash shall be immediately deposited into closed 
metal containers. The ash shall be stored in a waste material skip or lidded bin 
while awaiting removal from the site of the permitted activity for disposal.  
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3.17 Handling wood dust, ash and any other potentially dusty materials and waste 
products, including during loading and unloading, shall be undertaken in a manner 
to minimise emissions to air.  

 
3.18   Dusty wastes shall only be removed from site in totally enclosed containers so as 

to minimise the escape to air of particulate matter. 
 
3.19 Spillages of waste products and dusty materials shall be cleared immediately.  

Dusty spillages shall be cleared by the use of vacuum cleaning, wet methods, or 
other appropriate techniques. Dry sweeping shall not be permitted. 

 
3.20 A high level of housekeeping shall be maintained, the buildings and enclosures 

housing the permitted activity shall be maintained to minimise visible emissions to 
the external air. 

 
3.21 A moisture probe shall be used to determine the moisture content of a typical 

sample of chipped waste wood fuel prior to being fed into the boilers at least once 
per day. A record shall be kept of the moisture content result in accordance with 
the requirements of condition 5.1 of this permit. 

 
3.22 The operator shall ensure that the moisture content of the fuel recorded in 

accordance with condition 3.17 of this permit complies with the manufacturer’s 
recommendation for fuel moisture content to ensure efficient operation of the 
biomass boilers. 

 
4.0 GENERAL CONDITIONS 

 

4.1 The operator shall keep the following written records, and make these records (and 
any relevant duty of care notes) available to the regulator when requested; 

 
i. All inspections both by external bodies and internal employees, 
ii. Maintenance including cleaning, maintenance undertaken by 

external contractors or internal personnel and breakdowns, 
iii. Operating procedures with subsequent training records, 
iv. Emission testing, periodic and operator assessments as well as 

details of any testing platforms. 
 
4.2 The operator shall produce a list of key arrestment plant and written procedures to 

implement should the key arrestment plant fail, in order to minimise any emissions 
to air. The information required by this condition shall be made and maintained in 
accordance with condition 5.1 of this permit. 

  
4.3 The Operator shall produce and implement written procedures to ensure that 

regular cleaning and effective preventative maintenance in accordance with the 
manufacturer's instructions is employed on all plant, equipment and technical 
means concerned with the permitted activity which could lead to an adverse impact 
on health or the environment. The written procedure and a record of cleaning and 
preventative maintenance shall be made and maintained in accordance with 
Condition 5.1 of this permit. 

 
4.4 The operator shall ensure that spares and consumables, in particular those subject 

to continual wear and those relating to the filters are held on the site of the permitted 
activity, or available at short notice from guaranteed local suppliers, so that plant 
breakdowns can be rectified rapidly. A list of essential spares and consumables 
shall be made and maintained in accordance with Condition 5.1 of this permit. 
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4.5 Maintenance of the boilers, filters and other ancillary technical equipment shall be 
arranged by contract with a competent company and carried out in accordance with 
the manufacturer’s instructions. The details of the maintenance contract shall be 
maintained in accordance with Condition 5.1 of this permit. 

 
4.6 The permitted activity shall be supervised by suitably trained staff who are fully 

conversant with the requirements of this Permit. An up to date copy of the permit 
shall be on prominent display at the site of the permitted activity. 

 
4.7 All staff whose actions could impact on emissions to air from the permitted activity 

shall receive appropriate training on those actions. This shall include: 
 

i. awareness of their responsibilities to enable compliance with 
this permit; 

ii. steps that are necessary to minimise emissions to air during 
start-up and shutdown; 

iii. actions to take during abnormal operating conditions, 
incidents/accidents or spillages that could, if not controlled, 
result in unplanned emissions or discharges to the 
environment. 

 
4.8 The operator shall maintain a statement of training requirements and keep a record 

of the training received to demonstrate compliance with conditions 4.6 and 4.7 of 
this permit. Records shall be made and maintained in accordance with condition 
5.1 of this permit.  

 
4.9 Where there is an abnormal emission to air, a malfunction of key arrestment plant 

or breakdown occurs which may cause emissions to air (including odour) the 
operator shall; 

 

i. Inform the Council immediately by calling  (01902 551155) and 
requesting to speak to the environmental permitting team of 
environmental health or emailing 
environmental.health@Wolverhampton.gov.uk (The 
inspecting officer can be contacted directly, however, in the 
event you are unable to reach the officer you must utilise the 
aforementioned contact details) 

ii. Immediately adjust the permitted activity to minimise 
emissions  

iii. Investigate and undertake appropriate remedial action 
iv. Undertake visual and olfactory observations at least once per 

day / shift while the abnormal emission, malfunction or 
breakdown are ongoing.  

v. A record of the incident, to include time, location, weather 
conditions and corrective action taken shall be made and 
maintained in accordance with condition 5.1 of this permit.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:environmental.health@Wolverhampton.gov.uk
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5.0 RECORDS AND INFORMATION 
 
5.1 The Operator shall ensure that all records required to be made by this Permit shall: 
 

i. be made available for inspection by an authorised officer of 
the Council at any reasonable time; 

ii. be supplied without charge; 
iii. be legible; 
iv. be made as soon as reasonably practicable following the 

action or incident to which the record relates; 
v. indicate any amendments which have been made and shall 

include the original record wherever possible; and  
vi. be retained on the site of the permitted activity, or other 

location agreed by the Council in writing, for a minimum 
period of 6 years from the date when the records were made.  

5.2 The operator shall notify the Council at least 14 days before any periodic monitoring 
exercise to determine compliance with emission limit values takes place. The 
operator shall state the provisional time and date of monitoring, pollutants to be 
tested and the methods to be used. 

5.3 The results of non-continuous monitoring shall be forwarded to the Council within 4 
weeks of the completion date of the monitoring exercise.  

5.4 Adverse results from any monitoring activity shall be investigated by the operator as 
soon as the monitoring data has been received. The operator shall: 

i. inform the Council of the monitoring result(s) 
ii. identify the cause and take corrective action; 
iii. record as much detail as possible regarding the cause and 

extent of the problem, and the action taken by the operator 
to rectify the situation; 

iv. re-test in accordance with Council requirements to 
demonstrate compliance as soon as possible and inform the 
Council of the steps taken and the re-test results. 

 
END of Permit Conditions 
 

6. A new Appendix 1 will be inserted before Appendix 2 (Maps & Plans) to detail the process 
description in a Sankey flow diagram format as detailed below:  
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Appendix 1 
Process Flow Diagram 
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7.  Appendix 2 (Maps & Plans) shall be amended to include 1 Location Map (Map 1)  and 
three Plans (Plan 1, Plan 2 & Plan 3).  

 
Map 1 details the site boundary (unchanged from the previous permit variation).  
Plan 1 shows the factory layout.  
Plan 2 details the location of the 11 extraction fans, 2 main filters units with built in bag 
filters, 20 tonne silo and biomass plan.  
Plan 3 details the emission point of the biomass plant.  
 
The Maps and Plans will appear in Appendix 2 as detailed below:  
 
Map 1:- Location and Installation Boundary Plan for Utopia Furniture Limited, Utopia 
House, Springvale Business Park, Springvale Avenue, Bilston, WV14 OQL:  
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Plan 1:- Factory Layout 
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Plan 2:- Plan showing the emission points marked in red and the installation area is marked in 
green including 11 extraction fans, 2 main filters units with built in bag filters, 20 tonne silo and 
biomass: 
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Plan 3:- Plan showing waste storage and 20 tonne silo storage marked in red: 
 

 
 

 

 
Dated this 23rd day of July 2021 
 
(Signed*)___________________________ 
Kayleigh Hitchcox  
Senior Environmental Health Officer 
Commercial Regulation (Environmental Protection) 
(*the officer appointed for this purpose) 

 

 



 

 

Guidance for operators receiving a Variation Notice 
 
(This guidance does not form part of the Variation Notice, but it is for the guidance of those 
served with the notice.  Further guidance can be found in the Environmental Permitting 
General Guidance Manual at: 
 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/industrial/las-regulations/guidance/ ) 

 
Dealing with a Variation Notice 

This notice varies the terms of the permit specified in the Notice by amending or deleting 
certain existing conditions and/or adding new conditions. The Schedules attached to the 
notice explain which conditions have been amended, added or deleted and the dates on 
which these have effect.  
The Council may have included a ‘consolidated permit’, which takes into account these 
and previous variations.  Where a consolidated permit is not included this variation notice 
must be read in conjunction with your permit document.  
 
Offences 

Failure to comply with a Variation Notice is an offence under regulation 38(1) (b) of the 
2016 Regulations. A person guilty of an offence under this regulation could be liable to (i) a 
fine of up to £20,000 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months or both; or (ii) to 
an unlimited fine or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 5 years or both, depending on 
whether the matter is dealt with in the Magistrates or Crown Court. 
 
Appeals 

Under regulation 31 and Schedule 6 of the 2016 Regulations operators have the right of 
appeal against the conditions attached to their permit by a variation notice. The right to 
appeal does not apply in circumstances where the notice implements a direction of the 
Secretary of State given under regulations 61 or 62 or a direction or when determining an 
appeal. 
 
Appeals against a Variation Notice do not have the effect of suspending the operation of 
the Notice. Appeals do not have the effect of suspending permit conditions, or any of the 
mentioned notices.   
 
Notice of appeal against a Variation Notice must be given within two months of the date of 
the variation notification, which is the subject matter or the appeal. The Secretary of State 
may in a particular case allow notice of appeal to be given after the expiry of this period, 
but would only do so in the most compelling circumstances. 
 
How to appeal 

There is detailed guidance on environmental permit appeals available on the GOV.UK 
website accessible at the following link: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/environmental-appeals 
 
Notwithstanding the above guidance, the Regulations legally require the appellants (the 
person/operator making the appeal) to provide the following detail (see paragraphs 2(1) 
and (2) of Schedule 6 of the 2016 Regulations): 
 
 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/industrial/las-regulations/guidance/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/environmental-appeals


 

 

• the appropriate authority written notice of the appeal  

• a statement of the grounds of appeal; 
• a copy of any relevant application; 
• a copy of any relevant environmental permit; 
• a copy of any relevant correspondence between the appellant and the regulator; 
• a copy of any decision or notice which is the subject matter of the appeal; and 
• a statement indicating whether the appellant wishes the appeal to be in the form 

of a hearing or dealt with by way of written representations. 
 
Appellants should state whether any of the information enclosed with the appeal has been 
the subject of a successful application for confidentiality under regulation 48 of the 2016 
Regulations, and provide relevant details (see below); unless such information is provided 
all documents submitted will be open to inspection. 
 
Where to send your appeal documents 

Appeals should be despatched on the day they are dated, and addressed to: 
 
The Planning Inspectorate  
Environment Appeals Team  
Room 3/H Hawk Wing 
Temple Quay House  
2 The Square 
Temple Quay 
Bristol BS1 6PN Tel: 0303 444 5584 
 
E-mail:  environment.appeals@pins.gsi.gov.uk 
 
If an appeal is made, the main parties will be kept informed about the next steps, and will 
also normally be provided with additional copies of each other's representations. 
To withdraw an appeal – which may be done at any time - the appellant must notify the 
Planning Inspectorate in writing and copy the notification to the local authority who must in 
turn notify anyone with an interest in the appeal. 
 
Costs 

The operator and local authority will normally be expected to pay their own expenses 
during an appeal.  Where a hearing or inquiry is held as part of the appeal process, by 
virtue of paragraph 5(6) of Schedule 6, either the appellant or the authority can apply for 
costs.  Applications for costs are normally heard towards the end of the proceedings and 
will only be allowed if the party claiming them can show that the other side behaved 
unreasonably and put them to unnecessary expense. There is no provision for costs to be 
awarded where appeals are dealt with by written representatives. 
 
Confidentiality  

An operator may request certain information to remain confidential, i.e. not be placed on 
the public register.  The operator must request the exclusion from the public register of 
confidential information at the time of supply of the information requested by this notice or 
any other notice. The operator should provide clear justification for each item wishing to be 
kept from the register. The onus is on the operator to provide a clear justification for each 
item to be kept from the register. It will not simply be sufficient to say that the process is a 
trade secret.  
 

mailto:environment.appeals@pins.gsi.gov.uk


 

 

The test of whether information is confidential for the purposes of being withheld from the 
public register is complex and is explained, together with the procedures, in chapter 8 of 
the General Guidance Manual. 
 
National security 

Information may be excluded from the public register on the grounds of National Security. 
If it is considered that the inclusion of information on a public register is contrary to the 
interests of national security, the operator may apply to the Secretary of State, specifying 
the information and indicating the apparent nature of risk to national security. The operator 
must inform the local authority of such an application, who will not include the information 
on the public register until the Secretary of State has decided the matter. 
 


