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PERMIT TO OPERATE AN INSTALLATION: 
 
Pollution Prevention and Control Act 1999 
 
Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2010, SI 675 
 
 
Wolverhampton City Council (“the Council”) has determined the application dated 21st March 
2013 by Sharps Bedrooms Limited (“the company”), whose registered office is at Unit B 
Springvale Park Industrial Estate Bilston Wolverhampton WV14 0QL (company registration 
number 07685430) and hereby permit the company to operate an installation carrying out 
the activities defined in Chapter 6, Section 6.6 Part B (a) (ii) of Part 2 of Schedule 1 to the 
Environmental Permitting Regulations 2010 SI 675 at Sharps Bedrooms Limited Unit B 
Springvale Park Industrial Estate Bilston Wolverhampton WV14 0QL located as shown on 
the Maps and Plans and in accordance with the description of the installation and conditions 
set out in the attached schedule. 
 
 
Dated this 26th day of April 2013 
 
 
 
(Signed)........................................................  
Environmental Health (Public Protection) Service Manager. 
(The Officer appointed for this purpose) 
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Schedule to Environmental Permit. 
 

Description of the Installation at Sharps Bedrooms Limited,  

Springvale Park Industrial Estate, Bilston. 

The process comprises the manufacture of fitted bedroom and home office furniture from 
melamine-faced chipboard (MFC) and medium density fibreboard (MDF). MFC and MDF 
are received as and when required, the majority of which is stored within the factory, with 
some stocks stored outside under a canopy. Manufacture involves cutting, shaping, routing, 
drilling, sanding and edge banding. The following machinery is used. 
 
 
a)  MFC        Holzma                             Cuts the board to the correct panel size. 
                     Edge banders                     Applies edge tape to the cut edges of the panels. 
                     Vitap, Weeke, Homag       Drills and grooves the edge panels ready for 

assembly. 
Ulmadan                            Cuts a profile then applies acrylic and hot foil to the 

edges of panels. 
 
b) MDF        Holzma                              Cuts the board to the required panel size. 
                    DET                                    Edge profiles the edge of the boards. 
                    Routers                              Patterns the front face of the cut panels. 
                    Sanders                              Smooths the surface of the machined panels 
                    Spray room                         Totally enclosed room where finished panels are  

sprayed with water-based glue. 
Orma room                         Comprises 5 Orma presses which apply foil under 

vacuum to the finished board. 
                    Hinge drill                          Drills holes so hinges can be fixed to doors. 
 
Materials are transported from machine to machine with a roller conveyor system.  
The Spray room ventilates directly to external atmosphere. Particulate matter (e.g. wood 
dust arising from the process, with the exception of hand held drills on the assembly bench 
line, is extracted from the machinery via ductwork to one of four bag filtration units 
exhausting to atmosphere. 
 
Waste arising is effectively streamed prior to removal from site. General waste is separated 
from cardboard, PVC foil, filtration unit waste and off cuts. A waste Management Company, 
under contract, manages removal of streamed wastes.  
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Conditions. 
 

1.0 Emissions and Monitoring. 
 
1.1 No visible particulate matter shall be emitted beyond the installation boundary. 
 
1.2. The emission requirements and methods and frequency of monitoring set out in Table 
1 (below) shall be complied with. Sampling shall be representative. Any monitoring displays 
required for compliance with the permit shall be visible to operating staff at all times. 
Corrective action shall be taken immediately if any periodic monitoring result (including 
visual) exceeds a limit in Table 1, or if there is a malfunction or breakdown of any 
equipment which might increase emissions. Monitoring shall be undertaken or repeated as 
soon as possible thereafter and a brief record shall be kept of the main actions taken. 
 
1.3. All plant and equipment capable of causing, or preventing, emissions and all monitoring 
devices shall be calibrated and maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
instructions. 
 
2.0 Storage of Materials. 
2.1 Dusty materials (including dusty wastes) shall only be stored in fully enclosed 
containers and shall be subject to suppression and management techniques to minimise 
dust emissions. 
 
3.0 Loading, Unloading and Transport 
3.1 The transportation and handling of wood dust and wood particles shall be carried out 
using pneumatic or enclosed handling systems. 
 
3.2 When wood dust is moved using site transport, it shall be held in enclosed containers. 
 
3.3 No potentially dusty materials (including wastes) shall leave the site other than by use of 
fully enclosed containers or lidded skips. 
 
4.0 Arrestment Equipment. 
4.1 All filtration media within the four external bag-houses shall be replaced every 6 years. 
 
5.0 Techniques to Control Fugitive Emissions. 
5.1 The fabric of process buildings shall be maintained so as to minimise visible dust 
emissions. 
 
6.0 Records and Training. 
6.1 Written or computer records of all tests and monitoring shall be kept by the operator for 
at least 12 months and shall be made available for examination by the Council. Records 
shall be kept of operator inspections, including those for visible emissions. 
 
6.2 Staff at all levels shall receive the necessary training and instruction to enable them to 
comply with the conditions of this permit. Records shall be kept of relevant training 
undertaken. 
 
7.0 Best Available Techniques 
7.1 The best available techniques shall be used to prevent or, where that is not practicable, 
reduce emissions from the installation in relation to any aspect of the operation of the 
installation which is not regulated by any other condition of this permit. 
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7.2 If the operator proposes to make a change in operation of the installation, he must, at 
least 14 days before making the change, notify the regulator in writing. The notification must 
contain a description of the proposed change in operation. It is not necessary to make such 
a notification if an application to vary this permit has been made and the application 
contains a description of the proposed change. In this condition “change in operation‟ 
means a change in the nature or functioning, or an extension, of the installation, which may 
have consequences for the environment. 
 
7.3 In relation to this permit, any reference to the Council shall mean Wolverhampton City 

Council. In addition any information shall be sent to: - 

 
Environmental Health (Public Protection). 
Regulatory Services. 
Wolverhampton City Council 
Civic Centre 
St Peters Square 
Wolverhampton 
WV1 1DA 
 

7.4 At all times whilst this permit is in force a copy of this permit shall be kept posted so as 
to be conveniently read by persons having duties which are or may be affected by the 
matters set out in this permit. 
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Table 1. Emission Limits, Monitoring and Other Provisions. 

R
o

w
 

Substance Source 
Emission Limits / 

Provisions 
Type of Monitoring Monitoring Frequency 

1 Particulate 
matter 

Whole site No visible 
emissions. 

Visual observations. 
Particular attention should be 
paid to areas where vehicles 
are filled with wood waste 
and wood dust. 

On start-up and on at least 
two more occasions during 
the working day. 

2 Particulate 
matter 

Arrestment plant 
(not cyclones) 
designed with 
exhaust flow 
rate greater than 
300m3/min 

No visible 
emissions. 

Visual observations On start-up and on at least 
two more occasions during 
the working day. 

3 Particulate 
matter 

Arrestment plant 
(not cyclones) 
designed with 
exhaust flow 
rate less than 
300m3/min 

No visible 
emissions. 

Visual observations At least daily 

4 Particulate 
matter 

Cyclones No visible 
emissions. 

Continuous indicative 
monitoring devices with 
visual and audible alarms 
which activate on cyclone 
malfunction and which 
indicate e.g. blockages (data 
logging should not normally 
be necessary). 

Continuous to show 
arrestment equipment is 
functioning correctly 

5 Particulate 
matter 

Combustion 
processes (see 
note d) 

No visible smoke 
and must 
not exceed 
Ringelmann 
Shade 1 as 
described in 
British Standard 
BS 2742. 

Visual observations On start-up and on at least 
two more occasions during 
the working day. 

6 Droplets 
persistent 
mist and 
fume. 

All emissions to 
air (other than 
steam or 
condensed 
water vapour). 

No droplets. 
No Persistent 
mist. 
No persistent 
fume. 

Visual observations On start-up and on at least 
two more occasions during 
the working day. 

Notes: 
 
a) All periodic monitoring shall be over a period that shall be representative and shall use standard methods. 
 
b) The emission limits do not apply during start-up and shut down. All emissions shall be kept to a minimum during these 
periods. 
 
c) Row 5 does not apply to any combustion process using fuel manufactured from waste in appliances with a net rated 
thermal input greater than 0.4MW – the provisions of PG Note 1/12 applies. 
 
d) Where the plant is discharging to the external atmosphere. 
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Maps and Plans 
 
Plan Showing Location of Installation (Not to Scale). 
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Diagram of Wood Waste Arrestment Plant (Not to Scale). 
 
North-western façade of main building – Northern locality. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
North-western façade of main building – Southern locality. 
 


