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Pollution Prevention and Control Act 1999 
 

Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 

2016 (As Amended), Regulation 20(1) 

 
 
To: Nationwide Signs Ltd, Nationwide House, Derry Street, Wolverhampton  

WV2 1EY 
 
 
Wolverhampton City Council ("the Council"), in exercise of the powers conferred on it 
by regulation 20 of the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 
2016 (as amended), ("the Regulations") hereby gives you notice as follows: 
 
 
1. The Council has decided to vary the conditions of the permit reference 

B/6.4/170/RO granted under regulation 13(1) of the regulations in respect of the 
operation of the installation at Nationwide Signs Ltd, Nationwide House, Derry 
Street, Wolverhampton WV2 1EY 

 
 
2. The variations to the permit and the date on which they shall take effect are 

specified in Schedule 1 of this notice.  
 
3. A consolidated permit as varied by this notice is also enclosed reference 

B/6.4/170/C1.  
 
 

 
 

Dated this 14th day of June 2021 
 
 

(Signed*)___________________________  
Kayleigh Hitchcox, Senior Officer 
Commercial Regulation (Environmental Protection) 
(*the Officer appointed for this purpose) 
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Schedule 1 
 

The variations to the permit 
All variations shall take place immediately 

 
The permit shall be amended as follows: 
 

1. All references to the permit number ‘B/6.4/170/RO’ shall be replaced with ‘B/6.4/170’.  
 

The front cover of the permit shall be amended as follows: 
 

2. THE POLLUTION PREVENTION AND CONTROL REGULATIONS 2000, SI 1973 (AS 
AMENDED) shall be deleted and replaced by: The Environmental Permitting (England & 
Wales) Regulations (as amended) 2016 SI 1154. 
 

3. The following shall be deleted and replaced as follows:  
 
‘Wolverhampton City Council (“the Council”) has determined the application dated 9th August 
2007 by Nationwide Signs Ltd Nationwide House, Derry Street, Wolverhampton WV2 1EY 
(“the company”), whose registered office is at Nationwide Signs Ltd Nationwide House, Derry 
Street, Wolverhampton WV2 1EY (company registration number 02970238), and hereby 
permit the company to carry on an installation defined in Chapter 6 Section 6.4 Part B (a iv) 
of Schedule 1 of SI 1973, (as amended) and Chapter 6 Section 7 Part B of Schedule 1 of SI 
1973, (as amended) and described in the attached schedule, at Nationwide Signs Ltd, 
Nationwide House, Derry Street, Wolverhampton WV2 1EY  in accordance with the 
conditions set out in the attached schedule.’ 
 
Permit ref. no: B/6.4/170 
 
Name and address of operator (A) permitted to operate the installation: 
 
Nationwide Signs Ltd, Nationwide House, Derry Street, Wolverhampton, WV2 1EY 
 
Address of permitted installation (B):  
 
Nationwide Signs Ltd, Nationwide House, Derry Street, Wolverhampton, WV2 1EY 
 
Conditions:  
 
The operator (A) is permitted to operate the activity listed in Chapter 6, Section 6.4 Part B (a) 
(iv) of Schedule 1, Part 2 of the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 
2016 (As amended) SI 1154 at the installation (B) subject to the attached conditions.  
 
The installation boundary mentioned in permit conditions are shown on the plans attached to 
this permit. 
 

Insertion of Status Log 
 

4. A status log heading and record table shall be inserted before the Permitted Activity 
Description as detailed below: 
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Status Log  
 

Date Status Reference 

05.12.2007 Permit Issued B/6.4/170/RO 

14.06.2021 Permit Variation Issued B/6.4/170/V1 

14.06.2021 Consolidated Permit Issued B/6.4/170/C1 

 
The Permitted Activity Description  
 

5. The Activity Description as detailed in Appendix 1 to permit reference B/6.4/170/RO 
shall be inserted into the permit document before the permit conditions and amended to 
read as follows: 

 
The permitted activity uses between 5 – 15 tonnes of non-halogenated organic 
solvents per annum in the coating of metal components. It comprises of the use of 
metal angle and box sections, which are cut to size, notched and punched as 
required and then assembled and welded to make the frame.  
 
The metal angle or box sections are supplied as bare metal or in an aluminised finish. 
The bare metal frames are either taken off site to be powder coated by an 
independent company or are dipped in liquid paint on the site of the permitted activity.  
 
The paint is contained in two large dipping tanks, one containing solvent based 
(xylene) paint, and the other water-based paint. 
 
The solvent-based paint consists of approximately 66% paint and 33% thinners, with 
the paint & thinners being added directly from the delivery containers. No paint or 
thinners is stored on site. 
 
Components which are coated with solvent based paint are air dried, those coated 
with water-based paint are subject to hot air drying in a dedicated drying room. 
 
Once dry the product is complete and staked in either the storage building or in the 
open air on the service yard before being dispatched to the customer.  
 
There are no provisions for the capture or abatement of any emissions to air from the 
permitted activity, all emissions are fugitive. The paint dip tanks have lids, which are 
fitted into place when the tanks are not in use.  
 
No hazard statement materials are used in the permitted activity. The attached site 
plan at Appendix 1 shows the designated site of the permitted activity outlined in red. 

 
Permit Conditions 
 

6. The following text shall be inserted below the heading Permit Conditions: 
 

In relation to this permit, any reference to the Council shall mean Wolverhampton City 
Council. In addition, any information shall be sent to: - 
 

City of Wolverhampton Council 
Commercial Regulation – (Environmental Protection) 

Civic Centre 
St Peters Square 
Wolverhampton 

WV1 1DA 
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The following conditions shall be deleted in their entirety: 
 

7. Condition 1 
8. Condition 5 
9. Condition 6 
10. Condition 9 
11. Condition 10 
12. Condition 14 
13. Condition 15 
14. Condition 16 
15. Condition 18 
16. Condition 19 
17. Condition 20 
18. Condition 21 
19. Condition 22 
20. Condition 23 
21. Condition 25 
22. Condition 31 
23. Condition 32 
24. The heading “Investigations and Recording” 
25. The heading “VOC Storage, Handling and use” 
26. The heading “VOC control – cleaning” 
27. The heading “VOC control – waste” 
28. The Heading “Dispersion and Dilution of Stack Emissions” 

  
The following conditions are new conditions to be inserted into permit B/6.4/170: 
 

29. Heading 1.0 THE PERMITTED ACTIVITY shall be inserted after the heading Permit 
Conditions. 

 
30. Condition 1.1 shall read as follows: 

1.1 The permitted activity shall comprise of the activities and associated activities specified in 
Table 1.1 

 

Table 1.1 

Activity listed in Schedule 1 of 

EP Regulations or Associated 

Activity 

Description of specified activity 

Directly Associated Activity – 

Handling of raw materials 

Handling of raw materials from receipt at the permitted 

activity site through processing as a part of the permitted 

activity 

Directly Associated Activity - 

Preparation of metal components. 

The cutting, notching, punching and welding of metal 

components. 

Degreasing of metal components. 

Chapter 6, Section 6.4 Part B (a) (iv) 

of Schedule 1, Part 2 of the 

Environmental Permitting (England 

and Wales) Regulations 2016 (As 

amended)  

The application of paint involving the use of 5 or more 

tonnes of organic solvent in any 12 month period. 

Directly Associated Activity – 

Handling of waste materials 

Collection and storage of waste including paint solids and 

empty thinners and paint containers.  
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31. Condition 1.2 shall read as follows:  
1.2 The activities permitted under Condition 1.1 shall not extend beyond the site boundary, 

being the area outlined in red on the Site Plan in Appendix 1 to this Permit. 
 

32. Condition 1.3 shall read as follows: 
1.3 If there is any intention to change any aspect of the activity from the description of the 

activity at the beginning of this permit, or any other aspect which may affect the 
substances, or concentration or mass emission of substances being emitted to air, the 
operator shall notify the Council of the proposed changes at least 4 weeks before the 
changes take place. 

 
33. Condition 1.4 shall read as follows: 

1.4 The best available techniques (BAT) shall be used to prevent or, where that is not 
practicable, reduce emissions from the activity in relation to any aspect of the operation of 
the activity that is not regulated by any other condition of this Permit. 

 
34. The heading “SOLVENT EMISSIONS” shall be inserted into the permit as heading 3.0 

 
35. Condition 3.1 shall read as follows: 

3.1 Compliance with Article 59 of the Industrial Emissions Directive shall be via the solvent 
reduction scheme route. 

 
36. Condition 3.3 shall read as follows: 

3.3 In order to demonstrate compliance with the requirements of condition 3.2 the operator 
shall, by 31st March 2021 and annually thereafter, make and submit to the Council a 
calculation of the Annual Actual Consumption of Organic Solvent (c). The calculation shall 
be carried out in accordance with the Solvent Management Plan attached to this permit as 
Appendices 3 and 4, where the term “actual Consumption of Organic Solvent” is defined. 

 
37. Condition 4.1 shall read as follows: 

4.1  During olfactory monitoring undertaken to demonstrate compliance with permit condition 
2.2, the permitted activity shall be operated under normal conditions and at full capacity. 

 
38. The heading “PROCESS CONTROLS” shall be inserted into the permit as 5.0 

 
39. Condition 5.1 shall read as follows: 

5.1 The solvent cleaning of plant, equipment and materials shall be carried out in such a 

manner that emissions of volatile organic compounds are reduced to an absolute 

minimum. 

 

40. Condition 5.2 shall read as follows: 
5.2 An adequate supply of suitable absorbent material shall be kept on the site of the permitted 

activity for use in the case of liquid spillages. 

 

41. Condition 5.3 shall read as follows: 

5.3 Prior to disposal, used cloths and wipes contaminated with organic solvent shall be placed 

into labelled metal containers fitted with airtight lids. 
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42. Condition 5.6 shall read as follows: 

5.6 Emissions of VOC’s arising when the contents of the paint dipping tanks are removed and 

from the transfer of substances containing solvents around the permitted activity site shall 

be minimised by the use of closed containers with tight fitting lids or by the use of enclosed 

transfer pipelines. 

 

43. Condition 5.7 shall read as follows: 

5.7 All materials including waste substances containing solvents shall be stored in closed 

containers while awaiting removal from site of the permitted activity for disposal or re-

processing. 

 

44. Condition 5.8 shall read as follows: 

5.8 Drums and containers containing liquid materials, whether full, partly full or empty, shall be 

kept tightly closed to prevent any emissions to air. 

 

45. Condition 5.10 shall read as follows: 

5.10 Spillages of liquids and finely divided materials shall be cleaned up immediately. Liquid 

spillages shall be contained and cleaned up by the use of a suitable absorbent material.  

Spillages of finely divided materials shall be removed by means of vacuum cleaning using 

an industrial grade vacuum cleaner or by wet cleaning methods. Dry sweeping shall not 

be permitted. Any used absorbent material contaminated with substances containing 

solvents shall be stored in a closed container pending removal from site. 

 

46. Condition 5.11 shall read as follows: 

5.11 Accumulations of waste particulate matter arising from the permitted activity shall be 

collected and transported around the site in covered containers or sealed bags and 

stored whilst awaiting removal for disposal in covered containers or sealed bags within a 

waste materials skip or inside an enclosed building. 

 

47. Condition 5.12 shall read as follows: 

5.12 The raw materials used in the permitted activity and all waste materials produced from 

the permitted activity shall be handled with care to prevent or reduce to an absolute 

minimum any emissions of particulate matter and volatile organic compounds to air. 

 

48. Condition 6.6 shall read as follows: 

6.6 The permitted activity shall be supervised by suitably trained persons who are fully 

conversant with the requirements of this permit. 

 

49. The heading “RECORDS” shall be inserted into the permit as 7.0. 
 

 
The following conditions are varied conditions to be retained in permit B/6.4/170: 
 

50. The Heading “Emission Limits and Other Provisions” shall be reworded as: 

2.0 EMISSION LIMITS AND CONTROLS 
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51. Condition 3 shall be renumbered condition 2.1 and shall read as follows:  

2.1   All emissions to air from any part of the permitted activity, including the activity building, 

shall be free from persistent visible emissions and droplets, other than condensed 

water vapour.  

 

52. Condition 4 shall be renumbered condition 2.2 and shall read as follows: 

2.2  All emission to air shall be free from offensive odour outside of the boundary to the 

permitted activity as perceived by an authorised officer of the Council.  

 

53. Condition 2 shall be renumbered condition 3.2 and shall read as follows: 

3.2 The total annual VOC emission from the coating activity shall not exceed the target 

emission value detailed in table 3.2: 

 
 

Table 3.2 

Solvent Consumption Target VOC emission 

Solvent consumption between 

5-15 tonnes 

Total mass of solids x 0.6 

 
54. Condition 24 shall be renumbered 3.4 and shall read as follows:  

3.4  At no time shall the operator introduce any substance or preparation into the permitted 

activity which, by reason of the European Regulation (EC) No. 1272/2008 on 

classification, labelling and packaging of substances and mixtures – the CLP Regulation, 

is labelled and the hazard statements H340, H350, H350i, H360D, H360F or halogenated 

volatile organic compounds assigned the hazard statements H341 or H351, without the 

prior written consent of the Council. 

 

55. The heading “Emission Monitoring and Recording” shall be reworded as: 
4.0  MONITORING, SAMPLING AND MEASUREMENT OF EMISSIONS 

 
56. Condition 7 shall be renumbered 4.2 and shall read as follows: 

4.2 When the operator becomes aware of odour problems originating from the permitted 

activity, the activity shall be assessed for emissions of odour to air once per day / shift for 

a period of at least 5 minutes.  The olfactory assessment shall be made from points on 

the activity boundary where odour emissions are most likely to be detected taking into 

account the wind direction, wind speed, source of odour and location of receptors, by a 

responsible person who has been instructed to carry out these duties. A record of all 

olfactory observations shall be maintained in accordance with Condition 7.1. 

 

The records shall include a subjective assessment of the nature and severity of any odour 

detected, the location of the assessment, the wind direction and strength, weather 

conditions, likely source of emissions to air, details of any corrective action taken and the 

identity of the person making the record. 

 

The Council shall be notified as soon as practicable if odour emissions are detected 

which may contravene any condition of this Permit and immediate action shall be taken 

to determine the cause of the emission and complete corrective action to prevent or 

minimise further emissions.  
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57. Condition 12 shall be renumbered 5.4 and shall read as follows: 

5.4 Coatings, thinners, cleaning materials and waste materials which contain solvents shall 

be stored in closed containers and located in an area provided with effective spillage 

protection for surface water, drains and ground water. 

 

58. Condition 13 shall be renumbered 5.5 and shall read as follows: 

5.5 Provision shall be made by the operator to minimise emissions of VOC’s from the addition 

of paint and solvent to the paint dipping tanks, the mixing / agitation of the coating 

materials within the tanks and the dipping and drying processes.  

 

59. Condition 17 shall be renumbered 5.9 and shall read as follows: 

5.9 All practical steps shall be taken to minimise the amount of residual solvents remaining 

in drums and containers after use. 

 

60. The Heading “General Operations” shall be reworded as  

6.0  GENERAL CONDITIONS 

 

61. Condition 29 shall be renumbered 6.1 and shall read as follows: 

6.1 The Operator shall maintain and implement written procedures to ensure that regular 

cleaning and effective preventative maintenance in accordance with the manufacturer's 

instructions is employed on all plant, equipment and technical means concerned with the 

production, capture, transport, control and exhaust of emissions which could lead to an 

adverse impact on the environment. A record of relevant maintenance shall be 

maintained in accordance with Condition 7.1. 

 

62. Condition 26 shall be renumbered 6.2 and shall read as follows: 

6.2 Essential spares and consumables shall be held on the site of the permitted activity or 

shall be available from a guaranteed supplier at short notice so that plant breakdown can 

be rectified rapidly. 

63. Condition 27 shall be renumbered 6.3 and shall read as follows: 

6.3 Persons at all levels shall receive the necessary formal training and instruction in their 

duties relating to control of the permitted activity and emissions to air. Particular 

emphasis shall be given to training for start-up and shut-down and action required to 

minimise emissions during abnormal conditions. 

 
64. Condition 28 shall be renumbered 6.4 and shall read as follows: 

6.4 The Operator shall maintain a record in accordance with Condition 7.1 of the skills and 
training requirements for all persons whose tasks in relation to the permitted activity may 
have an impact on the environment and shall keep records of all relevant training. 

 
65. Condition 8 shall be renumbered 6.5 and shall read as follows: 

6.5 In the case of abnormal emissions, malfunction or breakdown leading to abnormal 

emissions the operator shall investigate immediately and take corrective action required 

to adjust the permitted activity to minimise the emissions and promptly record the events 

and actions taken. Any malfunction or breakdown which results in emissions to 

atmosphere which are likely to cause an adverse effect on the local community shall be 

reported to the Council immediately, and a record of the incident shall be maintained in 

accordance with Condition 7.1. 
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66. Condition 30 shall be renumbered 6.7 and shall read as follows: 

6.7 An up to date copy of this permit shall be kept at the permitted activity site in a location 

where all persons having any responsibility to comply with the requirements of the permit 

can review it. 

67. Condition 31 shall be renumbered 6.8 and shall read as follows: 

6.8 A high standard of housekeeping shall be maintained at all times at the permitted 

installation site. 

 

68. Condition 11 shall be renumbered 7.1 and shall read as follows: 

7.1 The Operator shall ensure that all records required to be made by this Permit and other 

records made by it in relation to the operation of the permitted activity shall: 

(a) be made available for inspection by an officer of the Council at any reasonable time, 

(b) be supplied to the Council on demand and without charge, 

(c)  be legible, 

(d) be made as soon as reasonably practicable, 

(e) indicate any amendments which have been made and shall include the original record 

wherever possible, and  

(f) be retained at the permitted activity site, or other location agreed by the Council in 

writing, for a minimum period of 2 years from the date when the records were made, 

unless otherwise agreed in writing. 

 
End of Permit Conditions. 

Appendices 
 

69.  Appendix 1, the description of the coating installation, has been amended and repositioned 
before the permit conditions. 

 
70.  Appendix II shall be renumbered Appendix 1 
 
71.  Appendix III shall be renumbered Appendix 2 
 
72.  Appendix IV shall be renumbered Appendix 3 
 
73.  Appendix V shall be renumbered Appendix 4. 
 
74. The Additional Notes section of Appendix V (now Appendix 4) shall be deleted as the link is 

no longer supported:  
 

Additional Notes – These do not form part of the Permit. 
 
DEFRA provide a spreadsheet which makes the relevant calculations and can 
determine whether an installation meets the Reduction Scheme. When all data 
has been entered, a message at the bottom of the table states if the installation is 
compliant.  The spreadsheet may be used on a month by month basis to facilitate 
compliance tracking. 
 
To download the spreadsheet go to: 
 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/ppc/localauth/pubs/guidance/notes/aqnotes/pdf/aq30(04).xls 

 

 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/ppc/localauth/pubs/guidance/notes/aqnotes/pdf/aq30(04).xls
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Guidance for operators receiving a Variation Notice 

 
(This guidance does not form part of the Variation Notice, but it is for the guidance of those 
served with the notice.  Further guidance can be found in the Environmental Permitting 
General Guidance Manual at: 
 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/industrial/las-regulations/guidance/ ) 

 
Dealing with a Variation Notice 

This notice varies the terms of the permit specified in the Notice by amending or deleting 
certain existing conditions and/or adding new conditions. The Schedules attached to the 
notice explain which conditions have been amended, added or deleted and the dates on 
which these have effect.  
The Council may have included a ‘consolidated permit’, which takes into account these 
and previous variations.  Where a consolidated permit is not included this variation notice 
must be read in conjunction with your permit document.  
 
Offences 

Failure to comply with a Variation Notice is an offence under regulation 38(1) (b) of the 
2016 Regulations. A person guilty of an offence under this regulation could be liable to (i) a 
fine of up to £20,000 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months or both: or (ii) to 
an unlimited fine or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 5 years or both, depending on 
whether the matter is dealt with in the Magistrates or Crown Court. 
 
Appeals 

Under regulation 31 and Schedule 6 of the 2016 Regulations operators have the right of 
appeal against the conditions attached to their permit by a variation notice. The right to 
appeal does not apply in circumstances where the notice implements a direction of the 
Secretary of State given under regulations 61 or 62 or a direction or when determining an 
appeal. 
 
Appeals against a Variation Notice do not have the effect of suspending the operation of 
the Notice. Appeals do not have the effect of suspending permit conditions, or any of the 
mentioned notices.   
 
Notice of appeal against a Variation Notice must be given within two months of the date of 
the variation notification, which is the subject matter or the appeal. The Secretary of State 
may in a particular case allow notice of appeal to be given after the expiry of this period, 
but would only do so in the most compelling circumstances. 
 
How to appeal 

There is detailed guidance on environmental permit appeals available on the GOV.UK 
website accessible at the following link: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/environmental-appeals 
 
Notwithstanding the above guidance, the Regulations legally require the appellants (the 
person/operator making the appeal) to provide the following detail (see paragraphs 2(1) 
and (2) of Schedule 6 of the 2016 Regulations): 
 
 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/industrial/las-regulations/guidance/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/environmental-appeals


 

 
 

• the appropriate authority written notice of the appeal  

• a statement of the grounds of appeal: 
• a copy of any relevant application: 
• a copy of any relevant environmental permit: 
• a copy of any relevant correspondence between the appellant and the regulator: 
• a copy of any decision or notice which is the subject matter of the appeal: and 
• a statement indicating whether the appellant wishes the appeal to be in the form 

of a hearing or dealt with by way of written representations. 
 
Appellants should state whether any of the information enclosed with the appeal has been 
the subject of a successful application for confidentiality under regulation 48 of the 2016 
Regulations, and provide relevant details (see below): unless such information is provided 
all documents submitted will be open to inspection. 
 
Where to send your appeal documents 

Appeals should be despatched on the day they are dated, and addressed to: 
 
The Planning Inspectorate  
Environment Appeals Team  
Room 3/H Hawk Wing 
Temple Quay House  
2 The Square 
Temple Quay 
Bristol BS1 6PN Tel: 0303 444 5584 
 
E-mail:  environment.appeals@pins.gsi.gov.uk 
 
If an appeal is made, the main parties will be kept informed about the next steps, and will 
also normally be provided with additional copies of each other's representations. 
To withdraw an appeal – which may be done at any time - the appellant must notify the 
Planning Inspectorate in writing and copy the notification to the local authority who must in 
turn notify anyone with an interest in the appeal. 
 
Costs 

The operator and local authority will normally be expected to pay their own expenses 
during an appeal.  Where a hearing or inquiry is held as part of the appeal process, by 
virtue of paragraph 5(6) of Schedule 6, either the appellant or the authority can apply for 
costs.  Applications for costs are normally heard towards the end of the proceedings and 
will only be allowed if the party claiming them can show that the other side behaved 
unreasonably and put them to unnecessary expense. There is no provision for costs to be 
awarded where appeals are dealt with by written representatives. 
 
Confidentiality  

An operator may request certain information to remain confidential, i.e. not be placed on 
the public register.  The operator must request the exclusion from the public register of 
confidential information at the time of supply of the information requested by this notice or 
any other notice. The operator should provide clear justification for each item wishing to be 
kept from the register. The onus is on the operator to provide a clear justification for each 
item to be kept from the register. It will not simply be sufficient to say that the process is a 
trade secret.  
  

mailto:environment.appeals@pins.gsi.gov.uk


 

 
 

The test of whether information is confidential for the purposes of being withheld from the 
public register is complex and is explained, together with the procedures, in chapter 8 of 
the General Guidance Manual. 
 
National security 

Information may be excluded from the public register on the grounds of National Security. 
If it is considered that the inclusion of information on a public register is contrary to the 
interests of national security, the operator may apply to the Secretary of State, specifying 
the information and indicating the apparent nature of risk to national security. The operator 
must inform the local authority of such an application, who will not include the information 
on the public register until the Secretary of State has decided the matter. 


