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Variation Notice   

 
 

 
 

 
POLLUTION PREVENTION AND CONTROL ACT 1999 

 
POLLUTION PREVENTION AND CONTROL (ENGLAND AND WALES) 

REGULATIONS 2000, SI 1973 (AS AMENDED) 
 
To: Mr R Thiara, Mr C.S Thiara and Mrs R Thiara, trading as “Easyclean Dry 

Cleaners”, 2 Uplands Road, Willenhall, West Midlands, WV13 3QE (“the 
Operator”) 
 
 

Wolverhampton City Council (“the Council”) in the exercise of the powers conferred upon 
it by regulation 17 of the Pollution Prevention and Control (England and Wales) 
Regulations 2000, SI 1973 (as amended) [“the Regulations”] hereby gives you notice as 
follows. 
 
 
1. The Council has decided to vary the permit reference B/7/152/R0 granted under 

regulation 9(1) of the Regulations in respect of the operation of the prescribed 
installation at “Easyclean Dry Cleaners”, 2 Uplands Road, Willenhall, West 
Midlands, WV13 3QE. 

 
 
2. The variations and the date on which they shall take effect are specified in Schedule 1 

attached to this notice.  
 
 
 
Dated this 4th day of April 2008. 
 
 
 
(Signed)………………………………………………. 
Chief Environmental Services Officer. 
(the Officer appointed for this purpose) 
 
 
 
 
 

Regeneration & Environment (Environmental Services) 
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Schedule 1 
 
Variations to the permit The date on which the 

variation is to take place 
 
1. SCHEDULE – Shall be amended to read: 

 

 
 Operator:    “Easyclean Dry Cleaners”, 2 Uplands Road, 
                     Willenhall, West Midlands, WV13 3QE 
 
 Plant:           Firbimatic ECO 15 LT3, Serial Number 
                     098 17 0212 
 

 
Immediately 

2.       APPENDIX 2 – Shall be amended to read: 
 

Immediately 
 

 
DESCRIPTION OF THE DRY CLEANING INSTALLATION TO 
WHICH THIS PERMIT REFERS 
 
The installation consists of a Firbimatic ECO 15 LT3 dry 
cleaning machine, serial number 098 17 0212 and was 
installed in September 2007. It is operated by “Easyclean 
Dry Cleaners” at 2 Uplands Road, Willenhall, West 
Midlands, WV13 3QE.  The machine is situated towards 
the front of the shop on the right hand side and is in the 
dry cleaning division of the premises as indicated on the 
attached plan.            
 
The machine has a load capacity of 15 kg and uses the 
dry cleaning solvent perchloroethylene. 
 
The solvent is kept in plastic containers and stored in the 
locked garage at the rear of the premises as indicated on 
the attached plan. The size of the container allows the 
entire contents to be emptied into the machine at each 
topping up. 
 
The solvent residues are manually raked out from the still 
and kept in a 120 litre metal drum.  This is stored in the 
locked garage at the rear of the premises as indicated on 
the attached plan. The waste is collected by a registered 
waste carrier. 
 
There are no drains which will be affected by solvent 
spillage. 
 
Received products are sorted by material type, colour etc 
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and weighed on kg scales. 
 
Spot cleaning solutions are used to treat dirt and stains 
on products prior to loading into the machine.  These are 
kept in plastic containers. 
 
The dry cleaning machine is loaded to its optimum load 
for the product type to be cleaned. 
 
The loading door is kept closed when the machine is not 
in use and throughout the cleaning and drying cycle. 
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Schedule  
 
Permit reference B/7/152/R1 as varied by this notice. 
 

 
SCHEDULE 
 
Schedule of conditions comprising part of the Permit to operate a prescribed installation. 
 
Operator: “Easyclean Dry Cleaners” 2 Uplands Road, Willenhall, West Midlands, 

 WV13 3QE 
 
Plant:  Firbimatic ECO 15 LT3, Serial Number 098 17 0212 
 
 
 
CONDITIONS 
 
(1)  On and after 31st October 2007 operations must be carried out in such a manner that 

no more than 20 grams of solvent per kilogram of product cleaned and dried shall be 
emitted and shall be measured and reported annually to the Council. The 20 grams 
includes all organic solvents used within the installation e.g. dry cleaning solvent, 
water-proofing solutions and spot cleaning solutions.  

 
(2) A weekly inventory of solvent usage, product cleaned and solvent waste sent for 

recovery or disposal shall be maintained and held on site for inspection by the 
regulator for at least 12 months.  Where records are not currently kept, then this 
shall begin within 28 days of the date of this permit. 

 
- Note:  Sample calculation/inventory sheets (attached to this permit) can be used 

to demonstrate compliance with conditions 1 & 2 above.  
 

(3) The operator shall implement the schedule of procedures, checks and maintenance 
requirements to each dry cleaning machine as listed in [B1.5 of your permit 
application dated 12th October 2006. On and after 31st October 2007 the operator 
shall implement the schedule of procedures, checks and maintenance requirements 
to each dry cleaning machine as listed in Appendix 3.    

 
(4) The regulator shall be advised in writing 14 days prior to any proposed significant 

alteration to the operation, or modification of the installation which may have an 
effect on emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOC) from the installation, in 
particular changes to the matters listed in condition (3). 

 
(5) All operating staff must know where the operating manual for each dry cleaning 

machine can be found and have ready access to it. 
 
(6) All operating staff must be trained in the operation of each dry cleaning machine 

and the control and use of dry cleaning solvents. The training received must be 
recorded. 
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(7) The machine shall be installed and operated in accordance with supplier 

recommendations, so as to minimise the release of VOC to air, land and water. 
 
(8) In the case of abnormal emissions, malfunction or breakdown leading to abnormal 

emissions the operator must: 
 

–  investigate immediately and undertake corrective action; adjust the process or 
activity to minimise those emissions; and 

 
–  adjust the process or activity to minimise those emissions; and 

 
–  promptly record the events and actions taken. 

 
–  In this condition abnormal emission will include any detectable solvent smell other 

than in the area of the dry cleaning machine. 
 
(9)   In cases of non-compliance causing immediate danger to human health, operation    

of the activity must be suspended; and the regulator informed within 24 hours. 
 
(10) Dry cleaning machines shall be operated as full as the type of materials to be 

cleaned will allow. (e.g. Full loads for light non delicates materials such as suits. 
Delicates and heavy materials, such as, wedding dresses and blankets may need to 
be cleaned in part loads). 

 
(11) Where cleaning solvents containing VOC are not received in bulk they shall be 

stored: 
 

–  in the containers they were supplied in with the lid securely fastened at all times 
other than when in use; and 

 
–  away from any drains which may become contaminated as a result of a spillage; 

and 
 

–  away from sources of heat and bright light; and 
 

–  with access restricted to only appropriately trained staff. 
 

–  Note:  From a health and safety point of view: a well ventilated area should be 
used. 

 
(12) Where cleaning solvents containing VOC are not received in bulk, the lids of the 

containers shall only be removed when the container is next to the cleaning 
machine ready for filling. Cleaning solvents shall be obtained in containers of a size 
which allows the entire container to be emptied into the machine at each topping 
up. Once emptied the lid of the container shall be replaced securely. 
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(13) Spot cleaning with organic solvents or organic solvent borne preparations shall not 
be carried out unless this is the only method of treating a particular stain on the 
material to be cleaned. 

 
(14) The dry cleaning machine loading door shall be kept closed when not in use. 
 
(15) The dry cleaning machine loading door shall be closed before the start-up of the 

machine, and kept closed at all times through the drying and cleaning cycle. 
 

–  All machines installed after 19 May 2005 shall have interlocks to prevent start-up 
of the machine until the loading door is closed and to prevent opening of the 
loading door until the machine cycle has finished and the cage has stopped 
rotating. 

 
– All machines installed after 19 May 2005 shall have interlocks to automatically shut 

down the machine under any of the following conditions: cooling water shortage, 
failure of the cooling ability of the still condenser, failure of the cooling ability of 
the refrigeration system or failure in the machine heating system resulting in the 
inability to dry the load. 

 
(16) The still, button trap and lint filter doors shall be closed before the start-up of the 

machine and kept closed at all times through the drying and cleaning cycle.  
 

–  All machines installed after 19 May 2005 shall have interlocks to automatically shut 
down the machine if the still, button trap and lint filter doors are not properly 
closed. 

 
(17) The still shall have a thermostatic control device or equivalent with which to set a 

maximum temperature, in accordance with manufacturers' recommendations for the 
solvent used. 

 
(18) The heat source shall automatically switch off at the end of the distillation process. 
 
(19) The machine shall have a spillage tray with a volume greater than 110% of the 

volume of the largest single tank within the machine.  This condition applies to new 
and most refurbished machines only. 

 
(20) All machines installed after 19 May 2005 shall have a secondary water separator to 

minimise potential solvent losses. 
 
(21) Prior to disposal, containers contaminated with solvent shall be stored with the lids 

securely fastened to minimise emissions from residues during storage, and labelled 
so that all those persons that handle them are aware of their contents. 

 
(22) Solvent contaminated waste, for example still residues, shall be stored: 
 

–  in suitable sealed containers with the lid securely fastened at all times other than 
when in use; and 
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–  on a suitable impervious floor; and 
 

–  away from any drains which may become contaminated with residues as a result of 
spillage, 

 
–  away from sources of heat and bright light; and 

 
–  with access restricted to only appropriately trained staff. 

 
–  Note: From a health and safety point of view: a well ventilated area should be 

used. 
 
(23) Equipment to clean up spillages must be quickly accessible in all solvent handling 

and storage areas. 
 
(24) The operator shall maintain records incorporating details of all maintenance, 

testing, repair work carried out on each dry cleaning machine and the scales used to 
weigh the loads, along with details of training required under condition 6. The 
records shall be available within 7 days upon request by the regulator. 

 
(25) Spares and consumables in particular, those subject to continual wear shall be held 

on site, or should be available at short notice from guaranteed suppliers, so that 
plant breakdowns can be rectified rapidly. 

 
(26) In relation to this permit, any reference to the Council or regulator shall mean 

Wolverhampton City Council. In addition any information shall be sent to:- 
 
Environmental Services Division 
Regeneration & Environment 
Wolverhampton City Council 
Civic Centre 
St Peters Square 
Wolverhampton 
WV1 1DA 

 
 
(27) No volatile organic solvent which by virtue of the Chemicals Hazards Information  

and Packaging for Supply (CHIP) Regulations 1994, has been assigned a risk phrase of 
R45, R46, R49, R60 or R61 (since 29th March 1999) shall be introduced into the 
installation without prior written approval by the Council.  

  
- Note:  Written approval will only be granted subject to the operator providing 

substantiated reasons for the need to introduce such substances and taking into 
account the guidance given in article 7(1) of the Solvent Emissions Directive 
(1999/13/EC). Where such substances are introduced to the installation, strict 
emission and control limits as required by article 5 of the Directive will apply, 
together with any other relevant requirements of the SED (by variation of the 
permit conditions). 
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APPENDIX 1  
 
BEST AVAILABLE TECHNIQUES (BAT) 
 
There is an implied duty on the operator to use BAT to prevent or reduce emissions that 
are not covered by specific permit conditions. 
 
Guidance on the definition and meaning of BAT can be found in the Secretary’s of State’s 
Guidance:- General Guidance Manual on Policy and Procedures for A2 and B Plants ISBN 0-
85521-028-1. 
 
This document is available on the Defra website:  
 
www.defra.gov.uk/environment/ppc/manual/lappc_manual.pdf 
 
or alternatively it can be obtained from: 
 
Defra Publications 
Admail 6000 
London 
SW1A 2XX Tel:  08459 556000 
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APPENDIX 2 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE DRY CLEANING INSTALLATION TO WHICH THIS PERMIT REFERS 
 
The installation consists of a Firbimatic ECO 15 LT3 dry cleaning machine, serial number 
098 17 0212 and was installed in September 2007. It is operated by “Easyclean Dry 
Cleaners” at 2 Uplands Road, Willenhall, West Midlands, WV13 3QE.  The machine is 
situated towards the front of the shop on the right hand side and is in the dry cleaning 
division of the premises as indicated on the attached plan.            
 
The machine has a load capacity of 15 kg and uses the dry cleaning solvent 
perchloroethylene. 
 
The solvent is kept in plastic containers and stored in the locked garage at the rear of 
the premises as indicated on the attached plan. The size of the container allows the 
entire contents to be emptied into the machine at each topping up. 
 
The solvent residues are manually raked out from the still and kept in a 120 litre metal 
drum.  This is stored in the locked garage at the rear of the premises as indicated on the 
attached plan. The waste is collected by a registered waste carrier. 
 
There are no drains which will be affected by solvent spillage. 
 
Received products are sorted by material type, colour etc and weighed on kg scales. 
 
Spot cleaning solutions are used to treat dirt and stains on products prior to loading into 
the machine.  These are kept in plastic containers. 
 
The dry cleaning machine is loaded to its optimum load for the product type to be 
cleaned. 
 
The loading door is kept closed when the machine is not in use and throughout the 
cleaning and drying cycle. 
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“Easyclean Dry Cleaners”, 2 Uplands Road, Willenhall, West Midlands, WV13 3QE 
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APPENDIX 3 
 
SCHEDULE OF PROCEDURES, CHECKS AND MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS AS REQUIRED 
BY CONDITION 3 
 
Daily Leak Checks (vapour leaks are best detected during the early stages of the drying 
cycle) 

 cage door gasket 
 button trap lid 
 air duct inspection hatch 
 filter seals 
 lint filter 
 main bearing seal 
 vapour line 
 filter dump valve 
 fan housing inspection hatch 
 heating coil battery 
 fresh air dampers 
 solvent valves 
 recovery head 
 cooling coil battery 
 still doors 
 solvent tank sight glasses 
 solvent pipe flanges 

 
Daily Maintenance 

 door seals: wipe clean daily; (and replace annually) 
 button trap: clean sieve twice daily and after lint loads 
 lint filter: clean twice daily 
 water separator: drain excess water daily; (and drain and clean every two weeks) 
 filters: drain spent cartridges in the machine overnight; (and check for leaks after 

replacement) 
 
Weekly Maintenance – check:  

 all drying and still thermostats 
 level controls in the cage and still 
 the still pressure relief device 
 draining line on the drum 
 for by-passing of the lint filter (which may lead to blocking of the drying circuit) 
 button trap is functioning correctly and debris cannot pass the trap 
 still; (and empty at least once per week)  
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APPENDIX 3 (CONTINUED) 
 
SCHEDULE OF PROCEDURES, CHECKS AND MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS AS REQUIRED 
BY CONDITION 3 
 
Monthly Maintenance 

 recovery condensers: clean condenser fins on air cooled refrigeration systems 
 
Other 

 solvent pump: check for leaks after repair or maintenance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


