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Variation Notice

Environmental Permit ref. no: A2/6.6/199
Variation Notice ref. no: A2/6.6/199/V1

Pollution Prevention and Control Act 1999

Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations

2016, Regulation 20 SI 1154

To: Carver (Wolverhampton) Ltd, Littles Lane, Wolverhampton, WV1 1JY

City of Wolverhampton Council ("the Council"), in exercise of the powers conferred
on it by regulation 20 of the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales)
Regulations 2016 SI 1154, ("the Regulations") hereby gives you notice as follows:

1. The Council has decided to vary the conditions of the permit reference
A2/6.6/199 granted under regulation 13(1) of the Regulations in respect of the
operation of the installation Arch Timber Protection Ltd, Littles Lane,
Wolverhampton, WV1 1JY (as defined in condition 1.1 of the environmental
permit).

2. The variations to the permit and the date on which they shall take effect are
specified in Section 1 of this notice.

3. A consolidated environmental permit is included in Section 2 for your ease of
reference.

Dated this 10th day of September 2018

(Signed*)
Kayleigh Hitchcox, Senior Environmental Health Officer
Public Protection (Environmental Protection)
(*the Officer appointed for this purpose)
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The variations to the permit The date on which
variation is to take
place

Any reference to ‘Arch Timber Protection Ltd’ shall be replaced with ‘Carver
(Wolverhampton) Ltd’

Immediately

Any reference to ‘Wheldon Road, Castleford, West Yorkshire, WF10 2JT’ shall be
replaced with ‘Littles Lane, Wolverhampton, WV1 1JY’

Immediately

Dated this 10th day of September 2018

(Signed*)
Kayleigh Hitchcox, Senior Environmental Health Officer
Public Protection (Environmental Protection)
(*the Officer appointed for this purpose)
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Consolidated

Environmental
Permit

Permit No: A2/6.6/199

PERMIT TO OPERATE AN INSTALLATION:

Pollution Prevention and Control Act 1999
Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016, SI 1154

Permit ref. no:

A2/6.6/199

Name and address of operator (A) permitted to operate the installation or mobile
plant:

Carver (Wolverhampton) Ltd of Littles Lane, Wolverhampton, WV1 1JY trading as ‘Arch
Timber Protection’

Address of permitted installation (B):

Carvers, Littles Lane, Wolverhampton, WV1 1JY (as defined in condition 1.1 of this permit)

Conditions:

The operator (A) is permitted by Wolverhampton City Council (hereafter known as ‘the
Council’) to operate the activity listed in Chapter 6, Section 6.6 Part A(2) of Part 2 of
Schedule 1 to the Environmental Permitting (England & Wales) Regulations 2016 SI 1154
at the installation (B) subject to the attached conditions.

The site boundary and the installation boundary mentioned in permit conditions are shown
on the plans in Appendix 1 attached to this permit.

Consolidated on this 10th day of September 2018.

(Signed*)
Kayleigh Hitchcox, Senior Environmental Health Officer
Regulatory Services (Environmental Protection)
(*the officer appointed for this purpose)
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Schedule 1

1.0 Description of the Permitted Installation and Permitted Process

1.1 Maps, Plans and Layout

1.1.1 The general location of the Permitted Installation is as shown on the Location Plan, as

detailed in Figure 1 of Appendix 1.

1.1.2 The boundary of the site is shown in red on the Site Plan in Figure 2; anything within this

area comprises “the site” of Appendix 1.

1.1.3 The boundaries of the Permitted Installation are shown in green on the Site Plan in Figure 2

of Appendix 1; anything falling within this area comprises “the installation”.

1.1.4 The general layout of the installation is shown in Figure 3 of Appendix 1.

1.2 The Stationary Technical Unit, Activities and the Installation

1.2.1 The stationary technical unit specified in paragraph 1.2.3 (“the Stationary Technical Unit”), is

where the permitted activities specified in paragraph 1.2.2 (“the Activities”), are carried out.

1.2.2 The Activities carried out at the Stationary Technical Unit are as detailed in Schedule 1, Part

2, Chapter 6, Section 6.6 Part A(2) of the Environmental Permitting (England & Wales)

Regulations 2016 SI 1154, which states:

“Preservation of wood and wood products with chemicals with a production capacity exceeding

75m3 per day other than exclusively treating against sapstain.”

1.2.3 The Stationary Technical Units comprise the following:

o The bunded Vacsol Aqua Plant and associated loading track, Bulk Storage Vessel,

Operational Storage Vessel (positioned above treatment vessel) and bunded timber

drying areas

o The bunded Tanalith E Plant and associated loading track, concentrate storage tank,

mix tank, 2 x ready to use (green and brown) storage tanks, water tank and bunded

timber drying areas

1.2.3 There are no directly associated activities within the installation.
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1.3 General description of permitted activities at the installation

1.3.1 The installation as shown in Figure 2 of Appendix 1 is operated within two covered buildings

with an impervious floor surface containing the stationary technical units where the activities

are undertaken. There is no drainage at the site; any waste water in Building 2 is directed

back towards the bund which drains to a sump for re-use, whereas any waste water that

pools within Building 1 is pumped to Building 2 for re-use via a portable pump.

1.3.2 Untreated wood is delivered to the site, primarily from carvers. The wood is delivered on

flatbed trucks to the area between the two installations and unloaded into buildings 1 and 2

using a side loader. Timber is then loaded in batches based on the type of treatment required

into either the Vacsol Aqua plant or the Tanalith E plant.

1.3.3 ‘Wood is treated with preservatives under pressure in either the Vacsol Aqua plant (located

within Buidling 1) or the Tanalith E plant (located within Building 2). The main preservatives

used at the facility are Tanalith E9000 and Vacsol Aqua 6114, both are water based timber

preservatives and contain the following components:

 Tanalith E9000 as a mixture contains the following components:
I. 2-Aminoethanol
II. Copper(II) carbonate—copper(II) hydroxide (1:1)
III. Ethoxylated amines
IV. Organic acids
V. Propane-1,2-diol
VI. N,N-Didecyl-N,N-dimethylammonium carbonate
VII. N,N-Didecyl-N,N-dimethylammonium bicarbonate
VIII. Propiconazole
IX. Tebuconazole

 Vacsol Aqua 6114 as a mixture contains the following components:
I. 2-(2-Butoxyethoxy) ethanol
II. Hydroxyalkamine
III. Propiconazole
IV. Tebuconazole
V. Thiachloprid

The preservative additives Tanatone and Tanagard are also added to the tanks.

 Tanagard as a mixture contains the following components:
I. Mixture of mixture of: 5-chloro-2-methyl-4-isothiazolin-3-one and 2-methyl-

2Hisothiazol-3-one (3:1).
II. 2-Octyl-2H-isothiazol-3-one.
III. Copper (II) nitrate, trihydrate

 Tanatone as a mixture contains the following components:
I. Azo dyestuff
II. Hydrochloric acid.’
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1.3.4 Once treated the wood is unloaded from the tank and then moved to the kerbed drying or

racking areas. Run off product is returned back to the plant for re-use. Once a pack is drip

dry it can be removed from the timber holding areas.

1.4 Delivery and Storage of Chemicals

1.4.1 Tanalith E9000 is delivered in concentrated form and supplied in either 1000 litre

Intermediate Bulk Containers (IBCs), or by bulk tanker. The Tanalith concentrate storage

tank is located to the right of the treatment vessel and ready to use solution storages and is

sited with a metal bund tank to give additional containment protection. Tanalith E9000 is

mixed with water to ready to use concentration in a mix tank before being transferred to the

storage tanks (referred to locally as green and brown storages).

1.4.2 Vacsol Aqua 6114 is delivered in either ready to use form by bulk road tanker or in IBCs for

mixing on site or re-use of dilute product recovered from other sites and stored in either the

bulk storage vessel or the operational storage vessel.

1.4.3 Tanatone preservative additive is supplied in 1000 litre Intermediate Bulk Containers (IBCs)

on a just in time basis. When in use, the Tanatone concentrate IBC is located close to the

mix tank to the side of the treatment vessel within the bunded area.

1.4.4 Tanagard preservative additive is supplied in 25 litre plastic kegs. When in use, the

concentrate keg is located adjacent to the mix tank within the bunded area.

1.4.5 All of the fixed product storage tanks are equipped with level indicators.

1.5 Vacsol Aqua Treatment

1.5.1 The Vacsol Aqua vessel located within Building 1 at the site has a nominal capacity of

17,000 litres and is capable of treating 8m3 per charge.

1.5.2 Packs of wood or wooden items to be treated are loaded onto a carriage known as a bogie

which sits on the loading track using a side loader forklift. The bogie is on a raised steel

runway sat within the containment bund.
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1.5.3 The treatment process consists of the following stages:

1) Initial vacuum.

2) Flooding

3) Soak

4) Optional pressure period

5) Emptying

6) Final vacuum

7) Vacuum release

1) Initial vacuum

A vacuum is created and is held for a short period to ensure that the timber cells are

evacuated of air. The removal of the air from the timber cell allows the cell to be flooded with

preservative solution in further stages of the process.

2) Flooding

The treatment vessel is flooded with preservative solution from the operational storage

vessel tank and chimney whilst still under vacuum.

3) Soak

The vacuum is release and the preservative solution is sucked into the former airspace in the

cell structure of the timber under atmospheric pressure.

4) Optional pressure period

A low pressure may be applied to ensure sufficient penetration of preservative solution in

more resistant timber species or to achieve a higher specification of timber treatment.

5) Empty

The vessel is drained of preservative solution (back to the operational storage vessel) under

atmospheric pressure to remove excess preservative solution on the treated timber.

6) Final vacuum

The second vacuum period is applied in order to evacuate timber cells of excess

preservative.
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7) Vacuum release

The release of the vacuum and venting to atmospheric pressure drives any surface

preservative back into the timber leaving the surface of the now treated timber drip dry.

The autoclave door is a slide aside type with pneumatic open / close and pneumatic

lock/unlock and fitted with all the appropriate safety switches to prevent door opening when

liquid is present.

1.6 Tanalith E Treatment Process

1.6.1 The Tanalith E treatment vessel is located within Building 2 and has a maximum working

capacity of 13,000 Litres and is capable of treating 10 m3 per charge.

1.6.2 Packs of wood to be treated are loaded onto a bogie which sits on a track set into the

concrete floor in front of the treatment vessel. The concrete floor slopes towards the

treatment vessel bund for the collection of any preservative fluid run-off.

1.6.3 Packs are stacked on the bogie either flat or with a slight slope (depending on the wood

being treated) to promote the free drainage of preservative solution after the treatment

process. Packs are loosely strapped to the bogie with webbing straps or chains to enable

preservative fluid penetration, but also to prevent wood floating around the vessel during the

treatment process. The bogie is retained in the vessel by way of an anti-flotation rail to

prevent the buoyancy of the pack lifting it off the rail system.

1.6.4 Tracks are loaded into the vessel via the track system using a removable section of track

bridges the gap across the tank and the vessel itself. The removable track must be removed

to enable the vessel door to be locked shut for treatment to take place.

1.6.5 The autoclave door is a bayonet type with manual open/close, and manual lock/unlock and

fitted with all the appropriate safety devices including test cock and fitted with devices to

prevent door opening when liquid is present.

1.6.6 The treatment process consists of the following stages:

1) Initial vacuum 4) Drain

2) Flood 5) Vacuum

3) Pressurise 6) Air release and drain
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1) Initial vacuum

The objective of the full cell treatment process is to obtain maximum retention of preservative

in the treated timber. The timber is loaded into the treatment vessel and the door is closed

and safely locked. The initial vacuum removes air from the timber, which would otherwise

inhibit preservative penetration. The duration and level of vacuum affects the penetration and

retention of the preservative in the timber, and this will be adjusted according to the timber

being treated and the required treatment specification. For very permeable species, the initial

vacuum may be omitted to reduce the possibility of over-absorption of the preservative. A

treatment process where the initial vacuum is omitted is often referred to as the empty cell

process. Once loading is complete the vessel door is closed and secured before the

treatment cycle can be activated. The initial vacuum is applied (vacuum pump on and valve

opened) and a vacuum is held at around 600mmhg or above for 15 minutes

2) Flooding

Preservative solution is transferred from the storage tank to the treatment vessel once the

initial vacuum period has finished by opening the main flood valve. The vacuum is

maintained during preservative solution transfer so that its effect is maintained.

3) Pressure period

The pressure period is the time the timber spends in the flooded timber treatment vessel

under high pressure. The pressure is achieved by pumping more preservative into the vessel

once it is flooded (pressure pump started and pressure pump valve opened). This stage of

the process forces the preservative solution into the timber until the desired level of

penetration is achieved. Pressure is often held for 60 minutes.

4) Pressure Release & Empty

At the end of the pressure period, the pressure is released though the main flood valve and

the preservative fluid is transferred back to the storage using the empty pump. As soon as

the pressure is released from the vessel, any air compressed in the pressure period expands

and blows the preservative out of the cells of the timber being treated such that only the cell

walls are coated with preservative. This is referred to as ‘kickback’; however the initial

vacuum stage shall minimise this effect.

5) Final vacuum

A final vacuum is applied to the timber in the empty vessel to help remove excess

preservative from the treated timber, which speeds-up the dripping of the excess

preservative into the vessel. The final vacuum is generally 15 - 30 minutes.
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6) Air release and drain

After the air is released, any excess preservative leaving the treated timber is pumped back

into the storage tank for re-use. The treated timber is then ready to be removed from the

vessel.

1.7 Post Drying

1.7.1 After either treatment process has been completed and the level indicator shows that the

treatment tank is empty, the operator opens the low level test cock valve to check that the

tank is empty. If no treatment solution passes through the valve the vessel door is opened

and the treated timber removed from the vessel on the track rails. Treated timber packs are

unstrapped from the rail system, and then lifted and tilted at an angle using the side loader

truck used to load the packs to allow any excess treatment solution to drain from the wood.

This initial draining process is undertaken over the rails on the concrete pad immediately in

front of the treatment vessel, meaning that the preservative liquid is collected for re-use in

the treatment process.

1.7.2 Once the initial drain has been completed and the pack is drip dry, treated packs are

transferred to the racking (Vacsol Aqua treated) or kerbed area (Tanalith E treated) for the

final drying period.

1.7.3 The final dying period is undertaken at ambient conditions and is therefore temperature and

weather dependent but can take between 24 hours and 2 days depending on the type of

timber treated and the prevailing weather conditions.

1.7.4 Rain water and run off from the treatments are recovered from the bunded areas to the mix

tanks for re-use. The water/ run off is stored in a horizontal cylindrical water tank with a

maximum volume of 24,763 litres. The tank stores fresh water and is manually topped up

with town mains water in periods of low rainfall.

1.7.5 A diagram of the activity process is shown in Diagram 1 of Appendix 1.
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Schedule 2

2.1 Permit Conditions

2.2 Point of contact and accessibility of permit

2.1.1 An appropriate person and a deputy shall be appointed as the primary point of contact with

the Regulator at all times.

2.1.2 In the event of a different person being appointed to act as primary point of contact or deputy,

the Regulator shall be notified in writing of the name of the appointed person or deputy

without delay.

2.1.3 A copy of this permit shall be kept at the permitted installation and shall be made readily

accessible for examination by all staff.

2.2 Records

2.2.1 Any systems or procedures used to demonstrate compliance with a condition of this permit

shall be recorded.

2.2.2 Unless otherwise specified in a condition of this permit, every record made in compliance

with a condition of this permit shall be preserved for not less than 5 years from the date of its

being made.

2.2.3 Every such record shall be kept at the permitted installation for not less than one year from

the date of its being made and thereafter preserved at a location, previously notified to the

Regulator in writing, if that location is not the permitted installation.

2.2.4 All records shall be legible, and any amendment made to any record made in compliance

with a condition of this permit shall be made in such a way as to leave the original entry clear

and legible. The reason for each amendment shall be explained in the said record.

2.3 Reporting

2.3.1 All other reports and notifications required by any condition of this permit shall be made to

the Council in the manner specified in that condition, to the address and by the date(s) or

within the period or at the frequency specified in this permit.
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2.3.2 All reports and notifications shall include the permit number and name of the operator, in this

case A2/6.6/199 & Carver (Wolverhampton) Ltd.

2.3.3 Where the permitted installation has not operated for the duration of any reporting period

specified in this permit, a written notification to that effect shall be provided to the Regulator.

This notification shall confirm that no reports have been made in terms of Condition 2.3.1

because the permitted installation has not operated during the said period. Such notifications

shall be submitted within one month of the end of the reporting period concerned.

2.4 Management

2.4.1 The wood preservation chemicals used onsite must not be allowed to enter and impact upon

soil and/or groundwater.

2.4.2 The permitted installation shall be managed and operated in accordance with a written

management system with policies and procedures for environmental compliance and

improvements. The written environmental management system shall:

(i) ensure that the installation is operated in compliance with the permit

(ii) ensure compliance with relevant legislation

(iii) identify and minimise risks of pollution

(iiiI) ensure that all appropriate preventative measures are taken for pollution

management

2.4.3 The written environmental management system required by Condition 2.4.2 shall include as

a minimum, systems and procedures in relation to the following:

 Working/ operating methods of the installation

 Installation maintenance (programmed and adhoc)

 Documented records required in relation to the installation

 Pollution management systems for the installation (including incident response)

 Staff numbers and organisation structure in relation to the operation of the installation

 Training of staff involved in operations at the installation

 Personnel competencies of staff at the installation

 Auditing of water and energy use for the installation

 Groundwater & soil monitoring

 Decommissioning and restoring the site upon closure
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2.4.4 The environmental management plan & system required by conditions 2.4.2 and 2.4.3 shall

be regularly updated and reviewed. Any necessary amendments shall be made following a

change to the operation or installation so that the policies and procedures remain relevant to

the current activity. In the absence of any changes, the environmental management plan

shall be reviewed at least every four years.

2.5 Delivery, Storage and handling of raw materials

2.5.1 The Operator shall ensure that deliveries are carried out in such a way so as to minimise

noise, spillage, leaks and emissions.

2.5.2 Storage areas for treatment chemicals shall be under cover and protected from the elements

to avoid or minimise environmental impact, except where stored materials are in suitable

weather proof containers.

2.5.3 Storage areas for treatment chemicals shall be hard surfaced and contained when not in use

and hard surfaced and within the bunded area for the treatment vessel when connected to

the treatment vessel.

2.5.4 Delivery connections to bulk storage tanks shall be located within a bunded/contained area,

fixed and locked when not in use.

2.5.5 With effect from 15th July 2016 all fixed storage tanks shall be fitted with audible and/ or

visual high-level alarms or volume indicators to warn of overfilling. The filling systems shall

be interlocked to the alarm system to prevent over-filling.

2.5.6 Deliveries to bulk storage tanks shall be supervised by trained personnel to avoid potential

accidents and spillage.

2.5.7 The operator shall take all reasonable steps to ensure that chemicals are not tracked offsite

by delivery vehicles which enter the installation.

2.5.8 The storage, handling and use of flammable materials shall be in accordance with HSE

requirements, in order to prevent accidents that may have environmental consequences.

2.5.9 Un-treated wood will be delivered to the site on vehicles which do not enter the installation

but are stationed as close as practicable to minimise the distance that the fork lift truck side

loader travels out of the installation for loading and unloading.
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2.6 Treatment

2.6.1 The installation areas as detailed in Figure 2 of Appendix 1 will be undercover and protected

from the elements to avoid or minimise environmental impact.

2.6.2 The treatment areas including post treatment drying areas shall have an impermeable

surface, spill containment kerbs, sealed construction joints and a bunded exterior to contain

treatment solution. The condition of the impervious surface shall be checked regularly, any

maintenance required shall be documented. Any works required to ensure chemical

containment will be entered into the programmed maintenance records as required by

condition 2.4.3.

2.6.3 Wood packs shall be stacked to maximise free draining of treatment solution: - Packs shall

be sloped in traditional horizontal treatment vessels, tilting treatment vessels and vessels

which use techniques such as steam fixation may use horizontal packs.

2.6.4 Wood shall be separated in packs by spacers as per the site pinning plan to allow free

movement of air during drying and to minimise capillary retention between surfaces.

2.6.5 Shaped profiles shall be positioned to prevent ponding of treatment solution.

2.6.6 Plant loading systems shall not be constructed with flat areas or trap areas where significant

amounts of treatment solution may pond. Where ponding does occur, this shall be treated in

the same manner as a spillage in point 2.10.11 any maintenance required shall be

documented. Any works required to remedy issues with ponding must be entered into the

installation maintenance records as per condition 2.4.3.

Any slight pooling of product in the drip area between the rail tracks shall be swept back into

the bund for recovery.

2.6.7 Wood packs/pieces shall be attached to the body of the plant loading system and secured to

prevent "wood lift" during treatment.

2.6.8 Where practical, treatment vessels shall be filled with wood packs/pieces to be treated to an

optimum capacity to maximise treatment cycle efficiency.

2.6.9 The treatment vessel shall be locked shut and sealed once the wood pack/plant loading

system is loaded and before treatment takes place.

2.6.10 Process controls shall prevent the operation of the treatment vessel unless the vessel is

locked and sealed.
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2.6.11 Operating procedures shall ensure the treatment vessel is not opened prior to completion of

the treatment cycle and full removal back to storage of all treatment solution from the

treatment vessel.

2.6.12 Process controls shall include a display to show if liquid is present in the treatment vessel.

2.6.13 The treatment vessels shall be fitted with two safety relief valves, these valves shall be

designed to ensure that any discharge is directed to a tank of sufficient capacity.

2.6.14 Plant loading systems shall be removed from the treatment vessel by drawing back along a

rail system; this rail system shall be built on an impermeable surface and all treatment

solution draining from the plant loading systems and attached packs shall be directed back

into the working vessel for re-use in the process.

2.6.15 Packs may remain on plant loading systems to complete drying or, once drip dry they may be

removed and placed in a post treatment drying area. All pack movements shall occur on an

impermeable surface which is drained back to a holding vessel.

2.6.16 The operator shall risk assess vehicle movements on and around the installation in relation

to chemical migration offsite which may cause pollution to soil or groundwater. The risk

assessment shall be a documented record and include any controls currently implemented or

required so as to ensure that treatment chemicals are not tracked offsite.

2.6.17 Procedures for dealing with incidents which may increase the risk of chemical migration

offsite by vehicles moving in and around the installation such as leaks, spillage, and

unusually high levels of dripping and / or pooling treatment solution shall be documented in

the incident management plan as required by condition 2.10.1.

2.6.18 The treatment areas shall be under cover and protected from elements. Any water ingress

into the treatment area shall be pumped back into process tanks or pumped into sealed

containers and disposed of at a suitably licensed facility, unless the chemical analysis of the

waste water shows that there are no biocides in the water.

2.6.19 Treatment solution in the post treatment handling areas shall be drained from the post

treatment drying area by a closed drainage system and returned to the treatment system for

re-use. Where ponding occurs in the kerbed drying areas, any significant amounts shall be

pumped back to the treatment system for re-use.

2.6.20 The operator shall ensure that there is a documented procedure to ensure that treated packs

are not removed from the treatment area until dry.
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2.6.21 Once defined as dry, packs shall be removed from the post treatment drying area. The

operator shall ensure sufficient controls are in place to prevent chemical migration from the

treatment area by vehicle movement during this process.

2.7 Point Source emissions to surface water and sewer

2.7.1 Where materials that are potentially harmful to the environment may be present in waste

water, measures shall be taken to prevent them from entering the water circuit. Water which

has been in contact with treatment chemicals can be used as "make-up water".

2.7.2 There shall be no intentional point source emissions of List I and List II substances to

groundwater.

2.7.3 There shall be a documented procedure for dealing with the discharges from bunds (in the

event of bund failure).

2.8 Fugitive emissions to surface water, sewer and groundwater

2.8.1 All sumps shall be impermeable and resistant to stored materials.

2.8.2 All liquid storage tanks shall be located within bunds that are designed, constructed and

located following to appropriate standards and ensuring that the volume is more than 110%

of the largest tank or 25 per cent of the total volume you are likely to store, whichever is

greater.

2.8.3 Unless otherwise specified in any other condition the bunded area(s) referred to in Condition

2.8.2 shall conform to the following standards:

 the walls and base of the bund shall be impermeable and the base of the bunded

area shall drain to a sump

 when not in use all taps, valves, pipes and every part of each container shall be

located within the area served by the bund

 vent pipes shall be directed downwards into the bund

 no part of the bund shall be within 10 metres of a watercourse

 all containers with a design capacity above 1250 litres shall be fitted with a device for

continuously monitoring the level of the contents.

2.8.4 All tank bunds and sumps shall be subject to bi-annual visual inspection, and placed on a

documented preventative maintenance programme as required by condition 2.4.3. Any

damage or works required from a visual inspection shall be recorded on the installation

maintenance programme and any works undertaken documented as per condition 2.4.3.
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The content of bunds and sumps shall be pumped out or otherwise removed as soon as is

practicable after checking for contamination.

2.9 Operations and Maintenance

2.9.1 Effective documented operational and maintenance systems shall be employed on all

aspects of the installation whose failure could impact on the environment. Such systems

shall be reviewed and updated annually.

2.9.2 Any warning systems or alarms shall be maintained and checked to ensure continued correct

operation, in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations. Essential spares and

consumables for such equipment shall be held on site or be available at short notice from

suppliers, so that plant breakdown can be rectified rapidly.

2.9.3 Records of breakdowns shall be kept and analysed by the operator in order to eliminate

common failure modes.

2.10 Accidents/ incidents/ non-conformance

2.10.1 There shall be a written incident and accident management plan for investigating and dealing

with incidents and accidents, (including near misses) which may affect the environment as

required by condition 2.4.3.

2.10.2 A record shall be maintained of any incident that has, or might have, impacted on any soil or

groundwater, either as a result of that incident or as a result of an accumulation of incidents,

together with a record of any further investigation or remediation work carried out.

2.10.3 The records required by Conditions 2.10.1 and 2.10.2 shall be preserved until this permit is

surrendered.

2.10.4 In the event of an incident or breach of a permit condition occurs all necessary measures

shall immediately be taken:

a) to prevent, or where that is not practicable to reduce, emissions from the permitted

installation;

b) to limit the environmental consequences as a result of that incident;

c) to prevent further possible incidents and;
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d) ensure that compliance is restored in the shortest possible time

2.10.5 Where an incident or breach of any condition of the permit poses an immediate danger to

human health, or threatens to cause an immediate significant adverse effect on the

environment, operation of the permitted installation or relevant part of the installation shall

be immediately suspended until such time as it can be operated in compliance with the

conditions of the permit.

2.10.6 For the avoidance of doubt any release of timber treatment chemical to soil, groundwater

or the water environment shall be considered to be an incident and in addition any such

release shall be considered to threaten to cause a significant adverse impact on the

environment and as such the requirements of Conditions 2.10.5 shall apply until the release

has stopped.

2.10.7 In the event of an incident, the Council shall be notified without delay by telephone to

(01902) 554341 or (01902) 551155. This notification shall include as far as practicable the

information specified in Condition 2.10.7.

2.10.8 Any incident shall be confirmed in writing to the Regulator by the next working day after

identification of the incident. This confirmation shall include:

 the time and duration of the incident

 the receiving environmental medium or media where there has been any emission as

a result of the incident

 an initial estimate of the quantity and composition of any emission

 the measures taken to prevent or minimise any emission or further emission

 a preliminary assessment of the cause of the incident

2.10.9 Any incident notified to the Regulator shall be investigated, and a written report of the

investigation and where necessary any proposed remediation sent to the Council. The

report shall be provided within 14 days of the incident occurring and detail, as a minimum:

 the circumstances of the incident,

 an assessment of any harm to the environment

 the steps taken by the Operator to bring the incident to an end

2.10.10 In the case of abnormal emissions arising from an accident, such as a spillage, adequate

provision to contain potential liquid spillage shall be provided.
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2.10.11 All spillages (including ponding in treatment areas as detailed in condition 2.6.6) shall be

cleared as soon as possible; this may, as appropriate, involve using water and a brush to

sweep back the bund for re-use, use of chemical spill kits and the use of a sump pump to

direct any significant spillages back to the bund or an appropriate storage vessel.

2.10.12 Areas where flammable organic solvents and organic solvent containing materials are

handled or used shall be suitably contained to minimise the potential spread for fire.

2.11 Training

2.11.1 A formal structure shall be provided to clarify the extent of each level of employee's

responsibility with regard to the control of the process and its environmental impacts. This

structure shall be prominently displayed on the company within the process building at all

times. Alternatively, there must be a prominent notice referring all relevant employees to

where the information can be found.

2.11.2 All relevant (including operational) staff shall receive sufficient training appropriate to their

role with details of such training and instruction being entered into an appropriate record and

made available for inspection by the regulator. Training shall include:

 the regulatory implications of the permit including all potential environmental

impacts (under normal and abnormal circumstances)

 prevention of accidental emissions and action to be taken when accidental

emissions occur

 operating procedures and environmental controls

 procedures for dealing with a breach of the permit conditions

2.11.3 The potential environmental risks posed by the work of contractors shall be assessed and

instructions provided to contractors about protecting the environment while working on site.

2.12 Raw Materials

2.12.1 The operator shall adopt procedures to control the specification of those types of raw

materials with the main potential for environmental impact, such as the preservatives used in

the process in order to minimise any such impact. An annual review of alternative raw

materials shall be carried out with regard to environmental impact.
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2.12.2 Substances or mixtures which are assigned or need to carry hazard statement designations

H340, H350, H350i, H360D, or H360F are not to be utilised within the treatment process.

2.13 Water Use

2.13.1 The volume of mains and abstracted water used in the activities shall be directly measured

when the installation is operating under normal production conditions for a sufficient period to

determine the base use of the activity. Thereafter, this measurement shall be undertaken on

an annual basis. All measurements shall be recorded and the records held on site.

2.13.2 The operator shall carry out a regular review of water use (water efficiency audit) at least

every four years.

2.13.3 Information from audits prescribed in 2.13.2 shall be used to establish benchmarks. The

operator shall keep records of such benchmarks and make measurement against them to

reveal whether the process is being maintained “in control” or to track improvements.

2.13.4 Using information from the water efficiency audit described in 2.13.2 and 2.13.3,

opportunities for reduction in water use shall be assessed and, where appropriate, shall be

carried out in accordance with a timescale approved by the regulator.

2.14 Waste Handling

2.14.1 The operator shall produce an inventory of the quantity, nature, origin and where relevant,

the destination, frequency of collection, mode of transport and treatment method of any

waste which is disposed of or recovered.

2.14.2 The operator shall:

 Ensure that containers are stored with lids, caps and valves secured and in place.

(This also applies to emptied containers.)

 Ensure that procedures are in place to deal with damaged or leaking containers

 Identify the disposal route for all waste; this shall be as close to the point of

production as possible.
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Waste re-use, recovery, recycling or disposal

2.14.3 All necessary measures shall be taken to ensure that:

(a) the waste hierarchy referred to in Article 4 of Directive 2008/98/EC on waste (the

“Waste Framework Directive”) is applied to the generation of waste by the permitted

activities; and

(b) any waste generated by the permitted activities is treated in accordance with the waste

hierarchy referred to in Article 4 of the Waste Framework Directive; and

(c) where further treatment or disposal is necessary, this is undertaken in a manner which

minimises its impact on the environment.

2.14.4 The operator shall carry out an annual review to demonstrate that the best environmental

options are being used for dealing with the waste streams of any wood, cardboard, paper,

any metallic waste or oil.

2.15 Energy requirements

2.15.1 The operator shall produce a report annually on the energy consumption of the installation.

2.15.2 The operator shall monitor energy flows and target areas for reduction which shall be

updated annually. ("Sankey" diagrams and energy balances would be useful as aids.)

2.15.3 The operator shall ensure that all plant is operated and maintained to optimise the use and

minimise the loss of energy.

2.16 Soil & groundwater monitoring

2.16.1 The Operator of the installation shall devise and submit a detailed soil monitoring plan which

shall be undertaken no more than 10 years from the date of issue of this Permit by an

appropriate independent UKAS (or equivalent) accredited laboratory.
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2.16.2 The monitoring plan required by Condition 2.17.1 shall detail the company and laboratory

who will undertaking the monitoring and analysis, the chemicals used at the installation over

the previous 10 years identifying the active ingredients hazardous to the environment and the

analysis proposed to be undertaken. It shall also contain details and locations of where it is

proposed to undertake the monitoring.

2.16.3 The monitoring plan required in 2.17.1 and 2.17.2 shall be devised at least three months in

advance of carrying out the monitoring and shall include locations at which monitoring is to

be carried out and the methodology which shall be used. The proposed soil monitoring plan

shall be submitted to the Council no later than 30th April 2025. 

2.16.4 Once the plan required in condition 2.17.1 and 2.17.2 is approved by the Council as per

condition 2.17.3 the operator shall instigate the monitoring plan and report the results to the

council no later than the 30th September 2025.  The report shall include interpretation of the

results with reference to previous monitoring undertaken (including the site and where

applicable baseline reports) and operations at the permitted installation and details of

corrective actions that are required to protect groundwater and remedy any contamination

that has occurred as a result of permitted activities.

2.16.5 The plans required by Conditions 2.17.1 and 2.17.3 shall be reviewed no later than 6 months

after each monitoring event. The purpose of the review shall be to determine whether any

changes to monitoring locations, frequency or parameters are required and where changes

are proposed, submit revised monitoring plans to the Council.

2.16.6 All plans, monitoring and assessment reports undertaken in accordance with Conditions

2.17.1, 2.17.2, 2.17.3, 2.17.4 & 2.17.5 shall be preserved until this Permit is surrendered.

2.16.7 All boreholes / wells created to meet the monitoring requirements of Conditions 2.17.1 shall

be maintained in a condition fit for purpose, unless otherwise agreed in writing by the

Council. Where the function of a borehole / well is compromised it shall be repaired or

replaced to allow sample collection in accordance with Conditions 2.17.1.

2.16.8 All boreholes / wells shall remain capped whilst not in use.

2.17 Site Closure/ Cessation of Activities

2.17.1 A site closure plan shall be maintained to demonstrate that, in its current state, the

installation can be decommissioned to avoid any pollution risk and return the site of

operation to a satisfactory state.
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2.17.2 The closure plan shall include:

 plans for all underground pipes, vessels and lagoons and, if necessary, the method

and resource necessary for their clearance

 the removal of potentially harmful materials unless agreed that it is reasonable to leave

such liabilities to future owners

 methods of dismantling buildings and other structures

 testing of the soil to ascertain the degree of any pollution caused by the activities and

the need for any remediation to return the site to a satisfactory state

2.17.3 When an operator ceases, or intends to cease operating an installation, the operator shall

apply to the local authority to surrender the permit.

2.17.4 When surrendering the permit in accordance with condition 2.18.3, the operator shall

include a site report with an application to surrender the permit. The surrender site report

shall:

 Describe the condition of the site and identify changes since the installation

commenced its operations

 Include a description of the steps which have been taken to avoid any pollution risk

resulting from the operation of the installation or to return it to a satisfactory state

 In the case of partial surrender, there shall also be a map or plan identifying the part

of the site used for the operation of the surrender unit

2.18.5 Upon surrender of the permit, the operator shall ensure that the site of the regulated

installation is returned to a satisfactory state, having regard to the state of the site before the

installation was put into operation.

2.18.6 The ‘state’ referred to in paragraph 2.18.5 is the state when the permit was issued.
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Schedule 3: Submission Summary

Table 3.1 – Summary of time table of submissions

Condition Requirement Date for Compliance

2.17.2 Monitoring protocol for soil & ground water 30th April 2025
2.17.4 Soil Monitoring Results Report 30th September 2025
2.17.5 Review of Soil Sampling Plan 31st January 2026
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Schedule 4: Documentation Summary

Table 4.1: Summary of Documentation to be kept by the operator

Permit Condition Type of Document Subject

2.6.2 Records Maintenance of impermeable surfaces in
treatment areas.

2.6.6 Records Condition of floor area in post treatment drying
areas to prevent pooling

2.6.20 Procedures Pack movement procedure

2.7.3 Procedures Discharges from bunds.

2.8.4 Records Preventative maintenance programme for
tanks, bunds and sumps.

2.4.2 & 2.4.3 Procedures Environmental Management System (EMS).

2.4.4 Records Records of EMS audits.
2.9.1 Procedures Operational and maintenance systems for all

aspects of the installation whose failure could
impact on the environment – annual review.

2.9.3 Records Records & analysis of breakdowns in order to
eliminate common failure modes

2.10.1 Procedures Incident & accident management plan
2.10.2 Records Incidents and near misses’ investigation.

Corrective action and following-up.

2.11.2 Records Training
2.13.1 Records Water usage measurements
2.13.2 Records Water efficiency audit and water efficiency

improvement programme.

2.14.1 Records Waste inventory and treatment method.

2.15.2 Records Annual review of waste disposal and recovery
options.

2.16.1 Records Annual energy report.

Consolidated on this 10th day of September 2018

(Signed*)
Kayleigh Hitchcox, Senior Environmental Health Officer
Regulatory Services (Environmental Protection)
(*the officer appointed for this purpose)
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Appendix 1
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Figure 1 below: General Location Plan

Key:

General Location of the installation:O

Figure 2 below: Site & Installation Boundary

Key:

Site Boundary

Installation Boundary
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Figure 3 below: Site Plan

Key: Bunded Area:
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Diagram 1 below: Flow diagram of activity process

Key
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Interpretation of Terms

For the purposes of this Permit, and unless the context requires otherwise, the following definitions

shall apply:

Any term or expression already defined in the Regulations shall be taken to have the same meaning

as provided in the Regulations;

“Incident” means any of the following situations:

 Where an accident occurs which has caused or may have the potential to cause pollution;

 Where any malfunction, breakdown or failure of plant or techniques is detected which has

caused or may have the potential to cause pollution;

A breach of any condition of this Permit means any of the following situations:

 Where any substance, vibration, heat or noise specified in any Condition of this Permit is

detected in an emission from a source not authorised by a Condition of this Permit and in a

quantity which may cause pollution;

 Where an emission of any pollutant not authorised to be released under any Condition of this

Permit is detected;

 Where an emission of any substance, vibration, heat or noise is detected that has exceeded, or

is likely to exceed, or has caused, or is likely to cause to be exceeded any limit on emissions

specified in a Condition of this Permit.

“Location Plan” means the plan attached to Appendix 1 of this Permit.

“The Permitted Activities” are defined in condition 1.2.2 of this Permit.

“The Permitted Installation” is defined by condition 1.1.3 of this Permit and includes references to

parts of the Permitted Installation.

‘Treatment Area’ is the area within the installation boundary as defined by condition 1.1.3 of this

permit.

“The Regulations” means ‘The Environmental Permitting (England & Wales) Regulations 2016 SI

1154.
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“The Regulator” means Wolverhampton City Council.

“The council” means Wolverhampton City Council.

”The Site Boundary” is defined in condition 1.1.2 of this Permit.

“The Site” ” is defined in condition 1.1.2 of this Permit.

“Site Plan” means the plan labelled as ‘Figure 2’ at Appendix 1.

“Water environment” has the same meaning as in the Water Resources Act 1991 and Groundwater

(England and Wales) Regulations 2009, that is all surface water, groundwater and wetlands; and

“surface water”, “groundwater” and “wetlands” shall have the same meanings as in the Act.

“Writing” includes electronic communication within the meaning of section 15 (general interpretation)

of the Electronic Communications Act 2000.

Any reference to a numbered Condition, group of Conditions, Schedule, Table, Appendix, Figure or

Paragraph is a reference to the condition, group of conditions, schedule, table, appendix, figure or

paragraph bearing that number in this Permit;

Except where specified otherwise in this Permit:

 “day” means any period of 24 consecutive hours,

 “month” means a calendar month,

 “year” and means any period of 12 consecutive months;

 “Calendar year” means a period of 12 consecutive months ending on 31 December.

and any derived words (e.g. “monthly”, “yearly”) shall be interpreted accordingly;
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Except where specified otherwise in this Permit, any reference to an enactment or statutory

instrument includes a reference to it as amended (whether before or after the date of this permit)

and to any other enactment, which may, after the date of this Permit, directly or indirectly replace it,

with or without amendment.

In relation to this permit, any reference to the Council shall mean Wolverhampton City Council. In
addition, any information shall be sent to: -

Wolverhampton City Council
City Environment, Place
Public Protection (Environmental Protection)
City Environment, Place
Civic Centre
St Peters Square
Wolverhampton
WV1 1DA

Consolidated on this 10th day of September 2018

(Signed*)
Kayleigh Hitchcox, Senior Environmental Health Officer
Regulatory Services (Environmental Protection)
(*the officer appointed for this purpose)
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Guidance for operators receiving a Variation Notice

(This guidance does not form part of the Variation Notice, but it is for the guidance of those
served with the notice. Further guidance can be found in the Environmental Permitting
General Guidance Manual at:

http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/industrial/las-regulations/guidance/ )

Dealing with a Variation Notice

This notice varies the terms of the permit specified in the Notice by amending or deleting
certain existing conditions and/or adding new conditions. The Schedules attached to the
notice explain which conditions have been amended, added or deleted and the dates on
which these have effect.
The Council may have included a ‘consolidated permit’, which takes into account these
and previous variations. Where a consolidated permit is not included this variation notice
must be read in conjunction with your permit document.

Offences

Failure to comply with a Variation Notice is an offence under regulation 38(1) (b) of the
2016 Regulations. A person guilty of an offence under this regulation could be liable to (i) a
fine of up to £20,000 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months or both; or (ii) to
an unlimited fine or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 5 years or both, depending on
whether the matter is dealt with in the Magistrates or Crown Court.

Appeals

Under regulation 31 and Schedule 6 of the 2016 Regulations operators have the right of
appeal against the conditions attached to their permit by a variation notice. The right to
appeal does not apply in circumstances where the notice implements a direction of the
Secretary of State given under regulations 61 or 62 or a direction or when determining an
appeal.

Appeals against a Variation Notice do not have the effect of suspending the operation of
the Notice. Appeals do not have the effect of suspending permit conditions, or any of the
mentioned notices.

Notice of appeal against a Variation Notice must be given within two months of the date of
the variation notification, which is the subject matter or the appeal. The Secretary of State
may in a particular case allow notice of appeal to be given after the expiry of this period,
but would only do so in the most compelling circumstances.

How to appeal

There is detailed guidance on environmental permit appeals available on the GOV.UK
website accessible at the following link:

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/environmental-appeals
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Notwithstanding the above guidance, the Regulations legally require the appellants (the
person/operator making the appeal) to provide the following detail (see paragraphs 2(1)
and (2) of Schedule 6 of the 2016 Regulations):

 the appropriate authority written notice of the appeal

 a statement of the grounds of appeal;

 a copy of any relevant application;

 a copy of any relevant environmental permit;

 a copy of any relevant correspondence between the appellant and the
regulator;

 a copy of any decision or notice which is the subject matter of the appeal; and

 a statement indicating whether the appellant wishes the appeal to be in the form
of a hearing or dealt with by way of written representations.

Appellants should state whether any of the information enclosed with the appeal has been
the subject of a successful application for confidentiality under regulation 48 of the 2016
Regulations, and provide relevant details (see below); unless such information is provided
all documents submitted will be open to inspection.

Where to send your appeal documents

Appeals should be despatched on the day they are dated, and addressed to:

The Planning Inspectorate
Environment Appeals Team
Room 3/H Hawk Wing
Temple Quay House
2 The Square
Temple Quay
Bristol BS1 6PN Tel: 0303 444 5584

E-mail: environment.appeals@pins.gsi.gov.uk

If an appeal is made, the main parties will be kept informed about the next steps, and will
also normally be provided with additional copies of each other's representations.
To withdraw an appeal – which may be done at any time - the appellant must notify the
Planning Inspectorate in writing and copy the notification to the local authority who must in
turn notify anyone with an interest in the appeal.

Costs

The operator and local authority will normally be expected to pay their own expenses
during an appeal. Where a hearing or inquiry is held as part of the appeal process, by
virtue of paragraph 5(6) of Schedule 6, either the appellant or the authority can apply for
costs. Applications for costs are normally heard towards the end of the proceedings and
will only be allowed if the party claiming them can show that the other side behaved
unreasonably and put them to unnecessary expense. There is no provision for costs to be
awarded where appeals are dealt with by written representatives.
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Confidentiality

An operator may request certain information to remain confidential, i.e. not be placed on
the public register. The operator must request the exclusion from the public register of
confidential information at the time of supply of the information requested by this notice or
any other notice. The operator should provide clear justification for each item wishing to be
kept from the register. The onus is on the operator to provide a clear justification for each
item to be kept from the register. It will not simply be sufficient to say that the process is a
trade secret.

The test of whether information is confidential for the purposes of being withheld from the
public register is complex and is explained, together with the procedures, in chapter 8 of
the General Guidance Manual.

National security

Information may be excluded from the public register on the grounds of National Security.
If it is considered that the inclusion of information on a public register is contrary to the
interests of national security, the operator may apply to the Secretary of State, specifying
the information and indicating the apparent nature of risk to national security. The operator
must inform the local authority of such an application, who will not include the information
on the public register until the Secretary of State has decided the matter.


