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ROLE OF THE INDEPENDENT VISITOR

The role of Independent Visitor was created in the United Kingdom under the 1989
Children Act to befriend children and young people in care.

sufficient understanding to make an informed decision.”

All children and young person who are in the care of the Local Authority,
regardless of whether they are accommodated under Section 20 of the Children Act 1989

The appointment of an independent visitor takes place when it is in the child's interests to
do so and must be determined according to the child's needs.

The views of the Independent Visitor should be sought before each LAC Review.
Independent Visitors should be invited to LAC Reviews if the child or young person wants

The role of the Independent Visitor is either part of the services mentor scheme oris a
volunteer role.

PURPOSE

Under Section 3.266, the Independent Visitor's role is to contribute to the welfare of the
child and promote the child’s developmental, social, emotional, educational, religious and

Under Section 3.267-8, the Independent Visitor visits, advises and befriends the child
according to their needs and wishes. The Independent Visitor is expected to be child-
focused, but is not a substitute for either a parent or a carer.



